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MALLEE & BROKEN HILL

TO U R  D E TA I L S
DURATION: 12 Days / 12 Nights
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 4 guests + 1 Inala Guide OR 5-8 guests + 2 Inala Guides
ACTIVITY LEVEL: Moderate
INCLUSIONS: 12 nights’ accommodation | all meals shown in itinerary | excursions &
entrance fees | specialist guiding services | ground transportation
EXCLUSIONS: Flights | personal items | laundry | tips | alcoholic beverages | activities
not mentioned in the itinerary 

This exciting new tour takes us through three states - a large wedge of arid inland eastern
South Australia, south-west NSW, and the north-western Victorian wilderness - to look for
mallee specialties such as Mallee Emu-wren, Red-lored Whistler, Cinnamon Quail-thrush
and three species of grasswren (Short-tailed, Thick-billed and Striated). Starting in South
Australia, we’ll head to the Flinders Ranges and the remote Vulkathunha-Gammon Ranges.
Then we enter New South Wales to visit the Outback town of Broken Hill, Darling (Barka) River,
Menindee Lakes and ancient Lake Mungo, before crossing the mighty Murray River. In Victoria,
we’ll spend time in Hattah-Kulkyne and Murray – Sunset National Parks. Then it’s back over the
Murray and a visit to the world-renowned Gluepot Sanctuary, before returning to Adelaide. As
well as the mallee specialties, we’ll be searching for dry-country birds like White-winged Fairy-
wren, Crimson Chat, Bluebonnet, Black-breasted Buzzard and the fabled Grey Falcon and
Hall’s Babbler. This is sure to be a great tour, enjoying the beauty and majesty of this stark,
scenic and often under-explored part of the country. 

A message from Dr Tonia Cochran, OAM Welcome to Inala Nature Tours. As a
biologist, conservationist, and lifelong advocate for wildlife, it has been my
privilege to share the extraordinary natural heritage of Tasmania and beyond with
guests from around the world. Since founding Inala in 1994, my vision has been to
create meaningful, ethical nature experiences that contribute directly to the
protection of the species and habitats we visit. Every tour you take with us helps
support conservation, community initiatives, and the ongoing care of the rare and
remarkable wildlife that makes these landscapes so special. Thank you for
choosing to travel with Inala — together, we’re making a genuine difference for
nature.
ADD SENTENCE ABOUT THIS TOUR HERE

.

Mallee specialities where three states meet

Dr Tonia Cochran, OAM
Owner, Founder, Managing Director

& Lead Guide of Inala Nature Tours

Tour Overview



Day 1: Arrive Adelaide, SA. 
Day 2. Adelaide – Flinders Ranges. 
Day 3. Flinders Ranges. 
Day 4. Flinders Ranges – Arkaroola, Vulkathunha –
Gammon Ranges. 
Day 5. Arkaroola  
Day 6. Arkaroola – Yunta. 
Day 7. Yunta – Broken Hill. 
Day 8. Broken Hill 
Day 9. Broken Hill – Red Cliffs via Menindee Lakes
and Lake Mungo. 
Day 10. Hattah-Kulkyne National Park – Renmark. 
Day 11. Renmark – Gluepot Reserve – Waikerie. 
Day 12. Waikerie – Adelaide 
Day 13. Depart Adelaide or join Inala Nullarbor Tour.  

Itinerary Overview

MALLEE & BROKEN HILL

Top Species

L-R: Flinders Ranges - B. Scott, Black-breasted Buzzard - A. Schulte

Mallee Emu-wren
Malleefowl
Short-tailed Grasswren
Thick-billed Grasswren
Striated Grasswren
Red-lored Whistler
Cinnamon Quail-thrush
White-winged Fairy-wren

Crimson and Orange Chat
Black-breasted Buzzard
Grey Falcon
Hall’s Babbler
Painted Finch
Redthroat
Pink Cockatoo
Cockatiel



Day 1. Arrive in Adelaide. Today is set aside as an arrival day. Own arrangements for hotel
connections. Late afternoon we will meet in the foyer of the Hotel Grand Chancellor for a pre-
dinner get together. Then we’ll enjoy a welcome dinner where we’ll discuss our plans for the
tour. Accommodation: Adelaide (en suite rooms). Meals: D. 
 
Day 2. Adelaide to Flinders Ranges (420 km). After an early breakfast in the hotel, we’ll pack
our bags and head out of Adelaide, making our way north to the scenic Flinders Ranges. It is a
big day of driving but we will stop for birding en route, looking for local specialities including
Adelaide Rosella (the yellow-orange ssp subadelaidae of Crimson Rosella). If time allows along
the way we can stop in at some wetlands on the Gulf of St Vincent to try for a few species like
Spotted Scrubwren, Slender-billed Thornbill, Banded Stilt, Red-necked Avocet and Sooty
Oystercatcher. As we journey north we will keep our eyes open for raptors including Nankeen
Kestrel, Black-shouldered Kite and the infrequently seen Black Falcon. Once we cross
Goyder’s Line, mapped in 1865 to distinguish areas with enough rainfall for crops from areas
suitable only for grazing, we will notice a difference in the natural vegetation as drought-
adapted saltbush becomes more prominent. In the Flinders Ranges, the vegetation changes
again with the spectacular mountains creating many microhabitats and leading to a rich
diversity of plants and animals. Depending on our arrival time, we might have time to visit the
Indigenous cave paintings at Arkaroo Rock. This is a significant cultural site for the
Adnyamathanha people of the Flinders Ranges and the walk takes us to a rock shelter with
paintings featuring ochre and charcoal images that depict the Yura Muda (Dreaming, or
creation story) of Ikara (Wilpena Pound). Tomorrow we will explore the ranges and immerse
ourselves in this spectacular Outback landscape. Accommodation: Flinders Ranges (en suite
rooms). Meals: B, L, D.   

Day 3. Flinders Ranges. Today we spend a full day today exploring the Flinders Ranges. The
centrepiece of the ranges is Ikara Wilpena Pound, a magnificent natural amphitheatre
encircled by mountains. Wedge-tailed Eagle often soar over the grassy slopes, and the rocky
gorges are inhabited by Elegant Parrot and Grey-fronted Honeyeater. Redthroat, Painted
Buttonquail, Red-capped Robin and Southern Scrub-robin, species that have all regularly
been seen here. We’ll alsolook both for the area’s biggest bird, the Emu, and its smallest,
Weebill. 
 

Detailed Itinerary

L-R: Malleefowl - B. O’Keefe, Red-browed Pardalote - A. Schulte



We’ll have ample opportunity to observe and photograph the landscape and its inhabitants,
including three local species of Kangaroo – Red, Western Grey and Eastern Wallaroo or Euro.
Nearby Brachina Gorge offers a chance of Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby, the largest and most
colourful of the rock wallabies. We can also travel through ancient time here: the titled rock
strata are the pages of a book hundreds of millions of years in the making. Accommodation:
Flinders Ranges (en suite rooms). Meals: B, L, D.

Day 4. Flinders Ranges to Arkaroola (215 km). Today we will head further north to
Vulkathunha – Gammon Ranges National Park, a 128,000-ha wilderness zone that nudges the
Strzelecki Desert. We will take it slowly, travelling on outback roads and stopping for birding on
the way. Species we may encounter en route include Spiny-cheeked and Singing
Honeyeaters, Yellow-throated Miner, Red-backed Kingfisher, Chirruping Wedgebill, the
striking Zebra Finch, and Little Eagle. Our final destination is Arkaroola Sanctuary, established
by geologist Reg Sprigg, who discovered the first fossils of the Ediacara fauna. Apart from the
stunning scenery, Arkaroola Sanctuary is a haven for wildlife and the wide, clear skies make it
an excellent spot for star-gazing. If we arrive early enough, we can take a stroll around the
village to look for Red-barred Dragon, a handsome lizard restricted to the northern Flinders
Ranges and adjacent desert plains. Accommodation: Arkaroola Village (en suite rooms). Meals:
B, L, D. 

Day 5. Arkaroola Village. We will spend a full day in this fantastic area. The star of the show
here – Short-tailed Grasswren – will hopefully present well for us. This is the first of the two
species of grasswren we hope to see on this tour. We will check out spinifex on hillsides and
ridges, where this secretive species spends its days. Other birds we may come across in this
location include Little Woodswallow, Painted Finch, Red-browed Pardalote, Mulga Parrot,
White-browed Treecreeper and the rambunctious Chestnut-crowned Babbler and Spiny-
cheeked Honeyeater. Red Kangaroo and Common Wallaroo (Euro) occur here and we’ll keep
our eyes open for Short-beaked Echidna trundling around. Accommodation: Arkaroola
Village (en suite rooms). Meals: B, L, D. 

Day 6. Arkaroola – Yunta (290 km). We leave the Vulkathunha – Gammon Ranges today and
resume our travel along Outback tracks, this time heading south to the tiny hamlet of Yunta.
We will enjoy the dramatic scenery of these incredible landscapes looking for species such as
Australian Ringneck, Mulga Parrot, and Chestnut-rumped Thornbill on the way. We will stay
overnight at the historic Yunta Hotel, a historic Outback pub established in the late 1800s.
Accommodation: Yunta Hotel (en suite rooms). Meals: B, L, D. 

 

L-R: Painted Finch - A. Shulte,  White-winged Fairywren - A. Browne 



Day 7. Yunta – Broken Hill (200 km). Leaving Yunta after breakfast, we head eastwards to New
South Wales.  Before we cross the border, we’ll stop in at a conservation park where there is a
small population of Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby. Here we also have the chance of birds like
Thick-billed Grasswren, Cinnamon Quail-thrush, White-winged Fairywren and Greater
Bluebonnet. Our destination for tonight is Broken Hill. Nicknamed the Silver City after the rich
mineral deposits mined here, Broken Hill occupies an important place in Australian popular
culture: Mad Max II and The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert were both filmed in
and around the town. If time allows, we have a chance to make a detour to the historic town of
Silverton. Accommodation: Broken Hill (en suite rooms) as for previous night. Meals: B, L, D.  
 
Day 8. Broken Hill. We will have a chance to explore the area today, including a visit to
Mutawintji NP where we’ll look for the southernmost population of the dapper Hall’s Babbler,
typically a bird of Outback Queensland, as well as Square-tailed Kite, Budgerigar, Black
Honeyeater, Crimson Chat, Zebra Finch and the chance of a mega-rare Grey Falcon. We can
also check out the road to Silverton and other areas on the outskirts of Broken Hill. Depending
on conditions and whether there has been recent rain, we may come across nomadic species
such as Pied Honeyeater, Little Buttonquail and White-browed and Masked Woodswallows.
Accommodation: Broken Hill (en suite rooms) as for previous night. Meals: B, L, D. 

Day 9. Broken Hill to Red Cliffs (480 km). This is a big driving day, so we will leave Broken Hill
early. Our first stop will be Menindee Lakes and the Darling River. Depending on water levels
there may be a number of waterbirds present as well as the opportunity for Black-breasted
Buzzard, Cockatiel, Little Crow and the brightly coloured Orange Chat. After some time in
these desert wetlands, we will resume our travels south, heading for the amazing Mungo
National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage-listed park noted for its archaeological and geological
features. Lake Mungo is the site of some of the earliest evidence of Homo sapiens outside
Africa. The habitats here range from mallee woodland through to chenopod shrubland, and
contain birds such as Redthroat, White-winged Fairywren, Black-faced Woodswallow,
White-backed Swallow, Yellow-throated Miner, and small flocks of garrulous, active
Apostlebird, always a delight to watch. We will cross the mighty Murray River and arrive at our
destination in Red Cliffs in the evening. Accommodation: Red Cliffs (en suite rooms). Meals: B,
L, D. 

L-R: Victorian Mallee - S. Davidson, Orange Chat - P. O’Keefe  



Day 10. Hattah-Kulkyne National Park to Renmark (270 km). We will spend the day at
Hattah-Kulkyne NP, hoping to spot the increasingly rare Mallee Emu-wren, a tiny, secretive
bird that lives among spinifex in older stands of mallee. Other birds we hope to see here are
Greater Bluebonnet, Pink Cockatoo, Striped Honeyeater, Striated Grasswren, Splendid
Fairywren, Gilbert’s Whistler and Hooded Robin. Two goanna species might be encountered
here – Lace Monitor and Gould’s Monitor – as well as other much smaller dragons, skinks and
geckos. The mallee is home to Western Grey Kangaroo and Red Kangaroo, and we will almost
certainly spot them during the tour. On the way back, we will stop at a reserve that contains
remnant Belah (Casuarina pauper) woodland, where we will try for White-browed
Treecreeper, Red-capped Robin and Chestnut-crowned Babbler. As we head west towards
our next destination, we will check out the river for birds taking advantage of abundant water
and River Red Gums. The treed floodplains along the Murray River are home to Noisy Miner,
Grey Shrike-thrush, Little Friarbird, Purple-backed Fairywren, Peaceful Dove and Red-
rumped Parrot. With luck, we might spot Rakali (Water Rat). After dinner – if our energy levels
allow for it! – we can try for Spotted Nightjar along some mallee backroads. Accommodation:
Renmark (en suite rooms). Meals: B, L, D. 

Day 11. Renmark to Gluepot Reserve and Waikerie (200 km). Once again, we’re off the beaten
track and today’s destination is the world-renowned Gluepot Reserve. This huge block of intact
mallee, comprising over 51,000 ha, holds such mallee specialties as Red-lored Whistler,
Striated Grasswren, Black-eared Miner, Chestnut Quail-thrush, White-browed Treecreeper,
Malleefowl and on occasion, Scarlet-chested Parrot. We’ll spend the day here looking along
the various tracks for these and other species like Mulga Parrot, Regent Parrot, Australian
Ringneck (Mallee Ringneck, subsp. barnardi), Southern Scrub-robin, Yellow-plumed
Honeyeater and Shy Heathwren. The area supports a wide diversity of other wildlife and we
might be fortunate to spot Eastern Mallee Dragon, a small agamid restricted to the mallee of
SE Australia. Other agamids found here include Central Bearded Dragon and Painted
Dragon. We’ll also keep an eye out for Burton’s Legless Lizard, its characteristic pointed snout
separating it from other legless lizards and snakes, and for Shingleback, equally
unmistakeable. Late in the day we will head back across the Murray, by ferry this time, to
Waikerie, where we will stay overnight. Waikerie boasts some delightful silo art, depicting
Regent Parrot and fish and invertebrates from the Murray region. Among the species painted
on the silos is the Ghost or Rain Moth whose Indigenous name wei-kari gives the town its
name. Accommodation: Waikerie (en suite cabins). Meals: B, L, D. 

L-R: White-browed Treecreeper - D. Gillman, Painted Dragon - J. Thynne  



Day 12. Waikerie to Adelaide via Gluepot Reserve (320 km). We’ll return to Gluepot Reserve
this morning for another look at this remarkable area. Then we’ll begin the drive back to
Adelaide, passing through a variety of habitats, with a chance of Musk Lorikeet, Diamond
Firetail, Jacky Winter and Restless Flycatcher on the way. We will arrive in Adelaide in time
for dinner. Accommodation: Adelaide (en suite rooms). Meals: B, L, D. 
 
Day 13. Depart Adelaide. For those leaving this morning, the tour concludes after breakfast.
For those joining our new Nullarbor tour, we will meet again for dinner. Spend the day at
leisure in the city. The South Australian Museum, Art Gallery of South Australia and Adelaide
Botanic Gardens are close to the city centre. Accommodation: none. Meals: B. 

L-R: Musk Lorikeet - D. Braddy, Victorian Mallee - S. Davidson, Diamond Firetail - C. Tzaros 

Gluepot Reserve

Gluepot Reserve - C. Marple

Located in South Australia’s semi-arid mallee,
Gluepot Reserve is a 54,390-hectare sanctuary
renowned among birders for its exceptional
biodiversity and conservation success.
Managed entirely by volunteers since BirdLife
Australia acquired it in 1997, Gluepot protects
one of the largest remaining tracts of intact
mallee habitat in the country. The reserve
supports over 190 bird species, including six
nationally threatened and seventeen
regionally threatened species, making it a
premier destination for ornithologists and 
nature enthusiasts. Gluepot also harbours diverse reptiles, bats, and ancient woodlands that
provide vital nesting hollows and foraging grounds. Protected under multiple conservation
agreements and the EPBC Act, Gluepot has earned more than 50 national and international
awards for its achievements in biodiversity protection, scientific research, and sustainable
ecotourism—cementing its reputation as one of Australia’s most significant and inspiring bird
conservation reserves. 



Important Information

Pre- and Post- Tour - Additional accommodation can be booked on your behalf if required. Please let us know. 
 
Price - The prices are based upon a group size of 4-8 people. If the tour does not achieve minimum numbers, we
may offer you the option of continuing with a smaller group size at a small supplement (we would always discuss
options with you beforehand). 
  
Mobility - This tour is suitable for a range of activity levels and there are options for joining some walks and for more
relaxed touring nearer the vehicle if you prefer. 
 
Remoteness -  For much of this tour we will be in a wonderful yet remote part of the world. Most of the roads are
unsealed and rough. If you have medical conditions or health concerns, it is important you make us aware of these
in advance of this.

Medical Certificates - A note from a medical doctor clearing guests to be in good health to participate is required
for all remote tours.  
 
Travel Insurance - We strongly recommend that all guests obtain comprehensive travel insurance to cover any
financial losses resulting from cancellation, delays, medical emergencies, or other unforeseen circumstances. Travel
insurance is mandatory for participation in all international tours operated by Inala. Proof of adequate coverage may
be requested prior to departure.

Please Note

How to Book this Tour
After completing a booking form - either through the tour listing on the Inala Nature Tour website, or through a link
provided after an email enquiry with Inala staff - an invoice for a deposit of 25% tour cost will be issued. Payment of
the deposit will guarantee your place on the tour. 

Payment Policy - Full payment of the balance is required 90 days prior to departure. 

Cancellation Policy - If a guest needs to cancel prior to tour departure, the following policies will apply:
Cancellation by the guest after the deposit has been paid will result in the forfeiture of the full deposit. This policy
reflects the administrative costs incurred by Inala in designing, coordinating, booking, and modifying tours, as
well as any non-refundable deposits paid to suppliers on your behalf. However, if we can fill your place on the
tour and recover the associated costs, we may offer to apply a portion of your forfeited deposit toward a future
tour booking. Such arrangements are considered on a case-by-case basis and are not guaranteed.
Cancellations between 90-46 days prior to departure incur a cancellation fee of 50% of the tour cost. 
Cancellations 45 days or less prior to departure incur a cancellation fee of 100% of the tour cost.
If Inala Nature Tours need to cancel a group tour, due to undersubscription, Inala will refund to you all payments
made for the tour.



The Itinerary - We aim to follow the planned itinerary but remain flexible based on weather, wildlife activity, and
local insights. Inala guides may adjust the schedule as needed to enhance the experience. Are Inala Tours suitable
for all birding experience levels? Absolutely! Our guides cater to everyone, from beginners to lifelong birders. Their
expertise extends beyond birds, covering topics like history, botany, insects, and reptiles. Whatever your interest, our
guides make the experience both educational and engaging. While birding is the core focus, our tours also
highlight a diverse array of mammals, reptiles, and flora, offering stimulating experiences for guests with varied
interests.

Pace & Style of our Tours - Inala designs comfortable itineraries for small group tours, balancing a moderate pace
with the goal of finding as many wonderful species as possible. Our guides select key birding sites every day to
ensure an enjoyable experience. Inala prioritises use of accessible sites, using loop tracks on stable ground whenever
possible. Walks are generally limited to a few kilometres at a time. 

Structure of a Day on Tour - Seasons, weather, and wildlife behaviour shape our daily schedules. Typically, breakfast
starts at 6:30 a.m., and the group departs by 8 a.m. On some days, early morning birding may occur before breakfast.
A lunch break provides time to recharge before the day wraps up around 5 p.m. After some personal time, guests
gather for dinner between 6 and 7 p.m. Some evenings include night activities. On particularly hot days, the guide
may schedule a rest period before resuming activities when it’s cooler and wildlife is more active. Many
accommodations are in locations that allow for extra birding and exploration during free time.

Group Size - Our tours typically include 4–8 guests, with a maximum of 12. Smaller groups allow for better bird
sightings, more space in vehicles, and greater flexibility. Camaraderie naturally develops, and guests often form
lasting friendships. If you're new to group tours, rest assured—everyone shares a common goal: to enjoy nature,
discover new places, and see incredible birds. Our expert guides foster a welcoming atmosphere, ensuring a fun and
collaborative experience.

Photography - Many birders also enjoy photography. Some prefer binoculars, others rely on cameras, and many do
both. While we offer specialist photography tours, our regular group tours focus on spotting birds first. To maintain
group harmony, everyone gets a clear view before photographers may adjust position for better shots.

Meals and Drinks - Breakfast generally consists of a buffet style breakfast with cereal, fruit and yoghurt and
tea/coffee. A full cooked breakfast is not generally offered at most locations. Lunch will generally consist of a packed
lunch style meal eaten in the field, but we may sometimes eat at a local cafe. Dinner usually consists of several
options for main with the choice of either an appetiser or dessert although sometimes three course meals are
available. Drinks (soft and alcoholic) are generally not included. We request dietary requirements pre-tour and strive
to accommodate all needs, including gluten- and dairy-free options. However, in more isolated areas, meal
selections may be limited. We send dietary requirements to meal providers in advance, but flexibility is appreciated.
We encourage guests to bring reusable water bottles. While tap water is not always safe to drink in international
locations, clean potable water will be provided along the way.

Accommodation & Rooming - We select clean, comfortable accommodations, generally rated 3–4 stars. In remote
regions chosen for their exceptional flora and fauna, options may be limited. We always choose the best available
lodging. Double rooms may feature a double, queen, or king bed, depending on the location. Twin rooms typically
have two single beds or one single and one double/queen/king. Most rooms include en-suite bathrooms, though
some remote stays may have shared facilities. This will be noted in the itinerary. Guests booking a single
supplement always receive a private room, and we do our best to ensure a private bathroom as well, though
occasional sharing may be necessary.

Ethics - Inala prioritises respect, conservation, and wildlife protection. We take care not to stress or disturb animals,
avoiding excessive proximity and unnecessary handling. Bird call-backs are used sparingly. Our guides, inspired by
Dr. Tonia Cochran’s industry-leading ethical standards, practice patience and care, leading to incredible, natural
wildlife encounters.

Frequently Asked Questions


