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NULLARBOR PLAIN

TO U R  D E TA I L S
DURATION: 12 Days / 12 Nights
NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 4 guests + 1 Inala Guide OR 5-8 guests + 2 Inala Guides
ACTIVITY LEVEL: Moderate
INCLUSIONS: 12 nights’ accommodation | all meals shown in itinerary | excursions &
entrance fees | specialist guiding services | ground transportation
EXCLUSIONS: Flights | personal items | laundry | tips | alcoholic beverages | activities
not mentioned in the itinerary 

This 12-day South Australian tour takes in the vast and wild southern outback and coastline
stretching west of Port Augusta, including the spinifex-clad hillsides of the Gawler Ranges, the
mallee country of the Eyre Peninsula and the arid shrublands and dramatic cliffs of the
amazing Nullarbor Plain, situated at the very edge of the continent. 

Our extensive itinerary will focus on the endemic and special birds of the region, including
Nullarbor Quail-thrush, Naretha Blue Bonnet, Short-tailed and Western Grasswrens,
Western (White-bellied) Whipbird, Rufous Treecreeper, Rock Parrot, Blue-breasted
Fairywren, Western Yellow Robin, Pink Cockatoo and even the possibility of Scarlet-chested
Parrot. Mammals include the possibility of Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat, Western Pygmy
Possum, Mitchell’s Hopping Mouse and Southern Right Whale, with mothers and calves
likely to still be present at the Head of the Bight at that time of year. 

A message from Dr Tonia Cochran, OAM Welcome to Inala Nature Tours.
As a biologist, conservationist, and lifelong advocate for wildlife, it has
been my privilege to share the extraordinary natural heritage of Tasmania
and beyond with guests from around the world. Since founding Inala in
1994, my vision has been to create meaningful, ethical nature experiences
that contribute directly to the protection of the species and habitats we
visit. Every tour you take with us helps support conservation, community
initiatives, and the ongoing care of the rare and remarkable wildlife that
makes these landscapes so special. Thank you for choosing to travel with
Inala — together, we’re making a genuine difference for nature.

.

Southern Specialities

Dr Tonia Cochran, OAM
Owner, Founder, Managing Director

& Lead Guide of Inala Nature Tours

Tour Overview



Day 1: Arrive Adelaide. 
Day 2. Adelaide – Port Augusta. 
Day 3. Port Augusta – Kimba. 
Day 4. Kimba – Gawler Ranges 
Day 5. Gawler Ranges.  
Day 6. Gawler Ranges – Ceduna. 
Day 7. Ceduna – Nullarbor. 
Day 8. Nullarbor. 
Day 9. Nullarbor – Streaky Bay. 
Day 10. Streaky Bay – Coffin Bay. 
Day 11. Coffin Bay – Whyalla. 
Day 12. Whyalla – Adelaide. 
Day 13. Depart Adelaide 

Itinerary Overview

NULLARBOR PLAIN

Top Species

L-R: Rufous Treecreeper - A. Schulte, Great Australian Bight & Sturt’s Desert Pea - S. Davidson, Western Grasswren - A. Schulte

Nullarbor Quail-thrush
Copperback Quail-thrush
Naretha Blue Bonnet
Short-tailed Grasswren
Western Grasswren
Malleefowl
Western (White-bellied) Whipbird
Rufous Treecreeper
Rock Parrot

Blue-breasted Fairywren
Western Yellow Robin
Pink Cockatoo
Ground Cuckooshrike

Southern Hairy-nosed Wombat
Western Pygmy Possum
Mitchell’s Hopping Mouse
Southern Right Whale



Day 1. Arrive Adelaide. Today is set aside as an arrival day with own arrangements for hotel
transfers. The tour begins in the late afternoon where we will all convene in the foyer of the
hotel, then move on to the restaurant for a welcome dinner where we’ll all acquaint ourselves
and chat about the upcoming tour. Accommodation: Adelaide (en suite rooms). Meals
included: D. 

Day 2. Adelaide to Port Augusta (308 km). After an early breakfast we’ll pack our things, leave
the hotel, and start to head north, stopping en route at various local wetlands, saltmarsh and
coastal mudflats along the edge of the Gulf of St Vincent. If the tide is in our favour we may be
lucky enough to see a range of shorebirds, and we’ll be scouring the mangroves and adjacent
shrublands for a few harder to find bush birds. Birds we’ll be on the prowl for include the
handsome Banded Stilt, Sooty Oystercatcher, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Elegant Parrot,
Spotted Scrubwren, which is at its eastern limit of its range here, and the elusive Slender-
billed (Samphire) Thornbill (subsp. rosinae), plus other waterbirds and shorebirds. If we time it
right we can stop in at Dublin for one of their famous garfish rolls. Accommodation: Port
Augusta (en suite rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 
 
Day 3. Port Augusta to Kimba (156 km). Following breakfast, we’ll head into the amazing Arid
Lands Botanic Garden to look at the plethora of desert vegetation types growing there. The
collection of arid country plants here is impressive to say the least, and the landscaping and
layout have been carefully thought out and beautifully executed. This botanic garden lies in
250 ha (617 acres) of Western Myall (Acacia papyrocarpa) woodland and chenopod plains on
dunes of red sand. Walking tracks take us through mixed plantings that replicate the regional
ecosystems of arid South Australia from the ranges to the desert, and around the natural
vegetation to viewing points over gulf and garden. Birding here is excellent and we will be on
the lookout for Elegant and Mulga Parrot, Rufous Fieldwren, and Southern Whiteface. There
is always something in flower, attracting species such as Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, Singing
Honeyeater, and other nectar- and insect-eating species. We might also be lucky enough to
spot Shinglebacks trundling across our path. We’ll then make our way west to Kimba, home of
the Big Galah and some great silo art. On the way to Kimba, we’ll stop in at the extensive
mallee of Lake Gillies 
 

Detailed Itinerary

L-R: Copperback Quail-thrush - A. Schulte, Western Yellow Robin - C. Davidson  



Conservation Park for a quick check. Birds to search for will be specials like Copperback Quail-
thrush, Rufous Treecreeper, Western Yellow Robin, Blue-breasted Fairywren, Southern
Scrub-robin, Crested Bellbird, Gilbert’s Whistler, Red-capped Robin and the chance of
Malleefowl. If we feel up to it after dinner we may take a drive back into Lake Gillies CP for
some spotlighting, with a chance of Spotted Nightjar, Australian Owlet-nightjar or perhaps
nocturnal reptiles. Accommodation: Kimba (en suite rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 

Day 4: Kimba to Gawler Ranges (103 km). Today we’ll head out to the Gawler Ranges, a wild
and rugged landscape with spinifex dotting the slopes, and bluebush and mallee on the flats.
Birds we’ll look for today include Chirruping Wedgebill, Redthroat, Black-eared Cuckoo,
White-browed Babbler, Purple-backed Fairywren, Pied Honeyeater, Western Grasswren
(subsp myall), Short-tailed Grasswren (subsp pedleri), Pink Cockatoo (subsp mollis) and Red-
backed Kingfisher. We will also visit the strange Pildappa Rock, a granite outcrop resembling
a petrified wave, or nearby Tcharkuldu Rock. Our base for tonight and tomorrow is a small town
in wheat country close to the Gawler Ranges. Accommodation: Wudinna/Minnipa (en suite
rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 
 
Day 5: Gawler Ranges. We have a full day in the Gawler Ranges to try our hand again at
finding grasswrens, as well as a few other species typical of the arid zone. Birds of the area
include Western & Short-tailed Grasswrens, Ground Cuckoo-shrike, the well-named
Splendid Fairywren (subsp musgravi, ‘Turquoise Fairywren’), Orange and Crimson Chats,
Australian Ringneck (subsp zonarius), Mulga Parrot, White-backed Swallow, Black-faced
Woodswallow, Southern Whiteface, Crested Bellbird and the possibility of the dapper little
Painted Finch. Mammals here include Common Wallaroo (Euro), Western Grey Kangaroo
and the rare Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby. If we are in luck, the rare Crimson Mallee
(Eucalyptus lansdowneana) might be in flower. Accommodation: Wudinna/Minnipa (en suite
rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 

Day 6: Gawler Ranges to Ceduna (211 km). We’ll spend a few more hours in the ranges again
this morning, before heading to the coast at Ceduna. We’ll look again for Copperback Quail-
thrush, Malleefowl, Western (Golden) Whistler, Southern Scrub-robin, Shy Heathwren,
Rock and Elegant Parrots, Black Falcon, Grey Currawong (subsp. intermedia) and Inland
Thornbill. Ceduna is the last town before the Nullarbor (travelling west) and is approximately
halfway between Sydney and Perth. Accommodation: Ceduna (en suite rooms). Meals
included: B, L, D. 

L-R: Blue-breasted Fairywren - A. Schulte, Pink Cockatoo - A. Browne  



Day 7: Ceduna to Nullarbor Roadhouse (295 km). Heading back inland, we make our way
toward Yalata, traveling through miles of mallee woodlands and then out on to the wide, open
expanse of the Nullarbor Plain and the spectacular Great Australian Bight. The Nullarbor Plain
is almost treeless (‘nulla arbor’) and overlies an enormous expanse of limestone. It extends for
more than 1,000 km from Ceduna in South Australia to around Balladonia in Western Australia.
Birds to see en route include Yellow-plumed Honeyeater, Hooded Robin, Australian
Ringneck, Striated Pardalote, Spotted Scrubwren, Jacky Winter, Spotted Harrier, Mulga
Parrot, Osprey, Sanderling & Hooded Plover. Along the way, if road conditions are suitable, it
may be possible to head into Yumbarra Conservation Reserve, an area of sand dunes and
water-filled rock holes, to look for Sandhill Grasswren, which is a newly elevated species
arising from the break-up of the Pilbara/Rufous complex. There is also the possibility of the rare
and nomadic Scarlet-chested Parrot in this area. Accommodation: Nullarbor (ensuite units).
Meals included: B, L, D.

Day 8: Nullarbor area (111 km). Today we’ll explore the visually stunning Nullarbor Plain and
the cliffs of the Great Australian Bight. The Bight was formed when Australia and Antarctica
peeled apart during the breakup of Gondwana about 50 million years ago. The limestone of the
Nullarbor Plain was laid down on the bed of a warm, shallow sea and uplifted to form a huge
expanse of flat land edged by precipitous cliffs. Rain that falls here drains through an extensive
cave system. There is life here on the surface and below it. We will go out to Koonalda
Homestead, once an important stop on the old Eyre Highway, where we have a good chance of
Naretha Blue Bonnet and Nullarbor Quail-thrush. Other birds to look for here are Slender-
billed Thornbill (subsp. iredalei), Rufous Fieldwren, Blue-breasted Fairywren, Orange Chat,
White-winged Fairywren and the possibility of Inland Dotterel. We might also see Southern
Hairy-nosed Wombat at night. Accommodation: Nullarbor (ensuite units). Meals included: B,
L, D. 

Day 9: Nullarbor to Streaky Bay (404 km). After breakfast we’ll try again for any birds we may
still be missing before making our way east to Streaky Bay on the west coast of the Eyre
Peninsula. Although today is mostly a travel day, we will be birding en route. Birds to look out
for include Pacific Gull (subp georgii), Black-faced Cormorant, White-bellied Sea-eagle,
Sooty & Pied Oystercatchers, shorebirds and waterbirds. Accommodation: Streaky Bay (en
suite cabins). Meals included: B, L, D. 
 

L-R: , Nullarbor - S. Davidson, Mulga Parrot - A. Grenfell  



Day 10: Streaky Bay to Coffin Bay (266 km). There will be a bit more driving today as we head
south-east through the beautiful Eyre Peninsula, visiting places like picturesque Sceale Bay
and Point Labatt for the colony of Australian Sea Lions. We’ll be on the lookout for birds like
White-bellied Whipbird (isolated Eyre Peninsula subsp leucogaster), Rock Parrot, Southern
Emu-wren (isolated Eyre Pen. subsp parimeda), Cape Barren Goose, Emu, Tawny-crowed
Honeyeater, Southern Scrub-robin, Australian Ringneck, Inland Thornbill, Fan-tailed
Cuckoo, Diamond Firetail, Superb Fairywren (subsp leggei), Dusky Woodswallow, Brush
Bronzewing and Purple-gaped Honeyeater. We will arrive at Coffin Bay in the afternoon. (The
slightly sinister name commemorates British Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin.) Accommodation: Coffin
Bay (en suite rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 
 
Day 11: Coffin Bay to Whyalla (300 km). The convoluted coastline at the tip of the Eyre
Peninsula is a combination of ocean beaches and protected bays that provide habitat for a
range of shorebirds. The complex sandy heathland, mallee and sheoak woodland are also
home to more elusive species, so we will spend the morning around Coffin Bay NP or Lincoln
NP searching the area for White-bellied Whipbird and Rock Parrot. In the afternoon, we will
head north to Whyalla on Spencer Gulf. Accommodation: Whyalla (en suite rooms). Meals
included: B, L, D. 
 
Day 12: Whyalla to Adelaide (384 km). If we still need Western Grasswren, we will have a
quick look around Whyalla this morning before making our way back to Adelaide, where the
tour ends. Accommodation: Adelaide (en suite rooms). Meals included: B, L, D. 
 
Day 13: Depart Adelaide. After breakfast, depart Adelaide. Accommodation: None. Meals
included: B. 

L-R: Rufous Fieldwren - J. Sina, Yellow-plumed Honeyeater - K. Kennedy



Important Information

Pre- and Post- Tour - Additional accommodation can be booked on your behalf if required. 
 
Price - The prices are based upon a group size of 4-8 people. If the tour does not achieve minimum numbers, we
may offer you the option of continuing with a smaller group size at a small supplement (we would always discuss
options with you beforehand). 
  
Mobility - This tour is suitable for a range of activity levels and there are options for joining some walks and for more
relaxed touring nearer the vehicle if you prefer. 
 
Remoteness -  For much of this tour we will be in a wonderful yet remote part of the world. If you have medical
conditions or health concerns, it is important you make us aware of these in advance of this.

Medical Certificates - A note from a medical doctor clearing guests to be in good health to participate is required
for all remote tours.  
 
Travel Insurance - We strongly recommend that all guests obtain comprehensive travel insurance to cover any
financial losses resulting from cancellation, delays, medical emergencies, or other unforeseen circumstances. Travel
insurance is mandatory for participation in all international tours operated by Inala. Proof of adequate coverage may
be requested prior to departure.

Please Note

How to Book this Tour
After completing a booking form - either through the tour listing on the Inala Nature Tour website, or through a link
provided after an email enquiry with Inala staff - an invoice for a deposit of 25% tour cost will be issued. Payment of
the deposit will guarantee your place on the tour. 

Payment Policy - Full payment of the balance is required 90 days prior to departure. 

Cancellation Policy - If a guest needs to cancel prior to tour departure, the following policies will apply:

Cancellation by the guest after the deposit has been paid will result in the forfeiture of the full deposit. This policy
reflects the administrative costs incurred by Inala in designing, coordinating, booking, and modifying tours, as
well as any non-refundable deposits paid to suppliers on your behalf. However, if we can fill your place on the
tour and recover the associated costs, we may offer to apply a portion of your forfeited deposit toward a future
tour booking. Such arrangements are considered on a case-by-case basis and are not guaranteed.

Cancellations between 90-46 days prior to departure incur a cancellation fee of 50% of the tour cost. 

Cancellations 45 days or less prior to departure incur a cancellation fee of 100% of the tour cost.

If Inala Nature Tours need to cancel a group tour, due to undersubscription, Inala will refund to you all payments
made for the tour.



The Itinerary - We aim to follow the planned itinerary but remain flexible based on weather, wildlife activity, and
local insights. Inala guides may adjust the schedule as needed to enhance the experience. Are Inala Tours suitable
for all birding experience levels? Absolutely! Our guides cater to everyone, from beginners to lifelong birders. Their
expertise extends beyond birds, covering topics like history, botany, insects, and reptiles. Whatever your interest, our
guides make the experience both educational and engaging. While birding is the core focus, our tours also
highlight a diverse array of mammals, reptiles, and flora, offering stimulating experiences for guests with varied
interests.

Pace & Style of our Tours - Inala designs comfortable itineraries for small group tours, balancing a moderate pace
with the goal of finding as many wonderful species as possible. Our guides select key birding sites every day to
ensure an enjoyable experience. Inala prioritises use of accessible sites, using loop tracks on stable ground whenever
possible. Walks are generally limited to a few kilometres at a time. 

Structure of a Day on Tour - Seasons, weather, and wildlife behaviour shape our daily schedules. Typically, breakfast
starts at 6:30 a.m., and the group departs by 8 a.m. On some days, early morning birding may occur before breakfast.
A lunch break provides time to recharge before the day wraps up around 5 p.m. After some personal time, guests
gather for dinner between 6 and 7 p.m. Some evenings include night activities. On particularly hot days, the guide
may schedule a rest period before resuming activities when it’s cooler and wildlife is more active. Many
accommodations are in locations that allow for extra birding and exploration during free time.

Group Size - Our tours typically include 4–8 guests. Smaller groups allow for better bird sightings, more space in
vehicles, and greater flexibility. Camaraderie naturally develops, and guests often form lasting friendships. If you're
new to group tours, rest assured—everyone shares a common goal: to enjoy nature, discover new places, and see
incredible birds. Our expert guides foster a welcoming atmosphere, ensuring a fun and collaborative experience.

Photography - Many birders also enjoy photography. Some prefer binoculars, others rely on cameras, and many do
both. While we offer specialist photography tours, our regular group tours focus on spotting birds first. To maintain
group harmony, everyone gets a clear view before photographers may adjust position for better shots.

Meals and Drinks - Breakfast generally consists of a continental style breakfast with cereal, fruit and yoghurt and
tea/coffee.  Full cooked breakfast is not generally offered at most locations.  Lunch will generally consist of a packed
lunch style meal eaten in the field, with sandwich/filled roll, fruit, and a drink.  Dinner usually consists of several
options for main with the choice of either an appetiser or dessert. Drinks (soft and alcoholic) are generally not
included but at lunches and breakfasts juice may be made available. We encourage guests to bring along reusable
water bottles. 

Accommodation & Rooming - We select clean, comfortable accommodations, generally rated 3–4 stars. In remote
regions chosen for their exceptional flora and fauna, options may be limited. We always choose the best available
lodging. Double rooms may feature a double, queen, or king bed, depending on the location. Twin rooms typically
have two single beds or one single and one double/queen/king. Most rooms include en-suite bathrooms, though
some remote stays may have shared facilities. This will be noted in the itinerary. Guests booking a single
supplement always receive a private room, and we do our best to ensure a private bathroom as well, though
occasional sharing may be necessary.

Ethics - Inala prioritises respect, conservation, and wildlife protection. We take care not to stress or disturb animals,
avoiding excessive proximity and unnecessary handling. Bird call-backs are used sparingly. Our guides, inspired by
Dr. Tonia Cochran’s industry-leading ethical standards, practice patience and care, leading to incredible, natural
wildlife encounters.

Frequently Asked Questions


