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Wild Orangutans. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Borneo: Sarawak & Sabah 

We then launched into the night drive proper in the open tour vehicle, ducking the microbats 

who were hunting the insects attracted to the carport light. We stopped shortly afterwards at 

a fruiting fig tree which was alive with mammals, including several Large (Malay) Flying Foxes, 

two Binturong, and a Malay Civet feeding on the ripe fruit. Several Red Giant Flying Squirrels 

and Black Flying Squirrels were also seen, some of which we witnessed gliding from the trees. 

We also saw a Sunda Colugo with a baby poking its head out of the folds near the mother’s 

back leg as she remained clamped to the tree trunk. A Slow Loris was also spotted moving 

quicker than its name suggests and several Lesser Mouse-deer were spotted in the 

undergrowth. Two more civet species (Masked Palm and Island Palm Civet) were also seen 

feeding in bushes next to the road. What an amazing night! 



SARAWAK 

Day 1   
 

Mon 19 August Kuching  

On our arrival we were met by our local Sarawak guides Hendry and Dolly and transferred to our hotel. 

While we were waiting for our rooms to be cleaned, we took a walking tour of Kuching with our local 

guide, where we learned about the culture and history of the city and the points of interest. We then met 

up with Justine and proceeded to lunch at a Thai restaurant where there was a delicious and substantial 

selection of food for us to try. We then returned to our hotel to check in with some free time to ex plore 

or rest this afternoon. Several members of the group went to the Kuching Museum. This evening, we 

met for dinner at nearby food court for more delicious food. Then back to the hotel for a good night rest 

before the tour started tomorrow. 

 

Kuching. Photograph by: T. Cochran 
 

Day 2   
 

Tue 20 August Orangutans, Semenggoh Wildlife Centre 
and Cultural Village  

This morning after an early breakfast at the hotel, we travelled to Semenggoh Wildlife Centre in 

Semenggoh Nature Reserve, a natural habitat which is home to Bornean Orangutans Pongo pygmaeus,  

a species which shares up to 96.4% its genetic makeup with humans. Just 25 kilometres from Kuching,  

this is by far the biggest Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre in Sarawak. It was established in 1975 as a 



sanctuary for Orangutans who are injured, orphaned or being kept captive as illegal pets and a place 

for visitors to learn about this endangered species. Here, rescued or rehabilitated Orangutans are 

nurtured to readapt to jungle life and the facility now contains a thriving population of healthy adolescent  

and young adult semi-wild Orangutans. They spend most of their time roaming the forest but are 

supplementary fed daily and may be seen during that time. We were lucky to see five Orangutans this 

morning, including the ‘Grand Old Lady’ Seduku who at 53 years old is still quite agile. We watched her 

choose a coconut, piece of jackfruit and bananas and work her way through them in a nearby tree. She 

tried cracking the coconut on a branch, but it fell to the ground before the mission was accomplished 

so she contented herself with more bananas instead. We also saw a mother Orangutan with her young 

baby, and two single males who came into the feeding station to grab a banana, piece of jackfruit and 

a whole coconut to carry up a tree to eat at leisure. We also spent some time birding here, picking up 

Yellow-breasted, Yellow-rumped and Orange-bellied Flowerpeckers and Eurasian Tree Sparrow at the 

park entrance. Plantain Squirrels were also seen scuttling along the branches high in the trees and a 

Lesser Tree Shrew took the opportunity to scurry onto the feeding platform and steal some banana 

before the Orangutans ate it all. On our walk back to the vehicle we also spotted some pitcher plants 

Nepenthes ampullaria and beautiful pink-flowered Spathoglottis plicata orchids. 

 

Pitcher plant (Nepenthes veitchii). Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

We then left to visit a fruit market where we chose a selection of delicious local fruits including rambutan,  

pomelo, langsat, and tiny, delicious bananas which we munched in the bus. Then lunch at a Malay 

restaurant before we headed to the Sarawak Cultural Village, located 35 kilometres from Kuching. The 

quaintly landscaped village showcases authentic replicas of houses belonging to the major ethnic 

groups in Sarawak. We spent some time visiting several of the houses and watching weaving,  

instrument making and stick dance demonstrations before exploring the grounds. Birds we saw this 



afternoon included Pink-necked Green-pigeon, Greater Coucal, Plaintive Cuckoo, Red-throated Barbet,  

Common Iora, Ashy Tailorbird, Olive-winged, Red-eyed and Yellow-vented Bulbuls, Asian Glossy 

Starling, Common Myna, Brown-throated Sunbird, and Scaly-breasted, Chestnut and Dusky Munia. We 

also saw a pair of White-breasted Waterhens strutting around the edge of a pond before flying over it 

with their long legs trailing behind them and watched a large troop of Silvered Leaf Monkeys, some with 

quite small babies feeding in the trees near the Iban House and then utilise the board walks to visit 

other trees in the vicinity. A large Water Monitor was seen swimming in the pond on several occasions 

throughout the afternoon and burgundy red Neurothemis dragonflies hovered and perched on sticks 

near the water. We then saw a cultural dance display which included some complicated and graceful 

manoeuvres and a blowpipe display by local artists in traditional costumes. We returned to Kuching late 

afternoon and then headed to a local Hawker’s market for a delicious traditional meal before heading 

back to our hotel for the night. 

 

Bornean Keeled Pit-viper. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Day 3   
 

Wed 21 August Bako National Park  

This morning, we travelled to Bako National Park which is situated 37 kilometres from Kuching. On our 

arrival at the reception area, it was raining quite heavily, so we spent some time drinking coffee and 

eating home-made cakes whilst watching mudskippers on the mangrove flats until we were called to 

our boats, which would take us to the national park. On our arrival, the tide was too low to dock at the 

jetty, so we took off our shoes and socks and waded the short distance to shore in the shallow water. 

The rain soon cleared, and we spent the morning exploring the various trails around the park and 

surrounding cabins. In pretty quick succession we were shown three gorgeously green coloured 



Bornean Keeled Pit-viper (Tropidolaemus subannulatus) and an Oriental Whip Snake (Ahaetulla 

prasina), followed by a rare and beautiful ginger coloured Sunda Colugo (an estimated 10% of Colugos 

are this colour) and a family of Western Bearded Pigs. We also had a quick glimpse of a group of 

Proboscis Monkeys before they moved off, and watched Long-tailed Macaques and Plantain Squirrels  

clambering amongst the branches of the huge trees. Birds we saw in the park today included Medium 

Egret, Collared Kingfisher, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Pied Triller, White-breasted Woodswallow, Black-

winged Flycatcher-shrike, Common Iora, Ashy and Rufous Tailorbirds, Pacific Swallow, Red-eyed and 

Yellow-vented Bulbuls, Fluffy-backed Tit-babbler, Grey-hooded and White-chested Babblers, Velvet-

fronted Nuthatch, Mangrove Blue Flycatcher, Ruby-cheeked, Red-throated, Copper-throated and 

Crimson Sunbirds, Asian Fairy Bluebird and we heard a Rufous Piculet and White-rumped Shama but 

both refused to be seen in the thick jungle. We had lunch at the park restaurant and admired the 

beautiful yellow-flowered tree hibiscus (Hibiscus tiliaceus) and purple flowered Melastoma 

melabathricum before exploring more paths after lunch. One path followed a tannin-coloured stream 

which formed a pool at the base of a limestone outcrop. Within the pool were several large catfish, some 

smaller fish and a freshwater turtle. We also saw some beautifully coloured Stiped Tree Skinks 

(Apterygodon vittatum). On the boat ride home we saw Whiskered Terns, a Brahminy Kite and two 

White-bellied Sea-eagles and had much better views of a large troop of Proboscis Monkeys feeding on 

the new shoots on the tops of mangrove trees. We then headed back to our hotel after eating homemade 

ice-creams of various flavours (red bean, mango, durian and avocado) and adding Common Sandpiper 

to our list next to a pool on the side of the road. Then back to the food court near the hotel for another 

delicious dinner.  

   

Day 4   
 

Thu 22 August Kuching to Gunung Mulu NP  

This morning, we packed our bags and headed to the airport for our flight to Mulu. On our arrival we 

transferred to our accommodation within Gunung Mulu National Park. This ancient and spectacular 

UNESCO-listed World Heritage Area is one of the most important natural sites in Southeast Asia and is 

notable for its high biodiversity and karst (cave) systems and its exceptional natural beauty. The Park 

is over 52,000 ha in size and contains 17 vegetation zones and around 3,500 plant species. We checked 

into our onsite cabins where we were staying onsite for the next two nights and then gathered for lunch 

in the onsite café. We regrouped again shortly after lunch for a short bird walk and were lucky to see 

an Asian Black Hornbill as it noisily announced its presence before flying off. We also had a quick 

glimpse of Blue-crowned Hanging-parrot flying over, a pair of Red-and-black Hornbills, and a 

Ventriloqual (Dark-throated) Oriole. We then met our Mulu guide who accompanied us to Deer and Lang 

Caves and guided us through their interiors, pointing out the features of interest and explaining the 

history of the caves. The caves are home to over three million bats comprising about 30 different species 

and Mossy-nest Swiftlets who also echolocate in the darkness of the caves. We saw a few bats circling 

inside Deer Cave as we left and settled into our seats at the viewing area to watch the bats. A few 

Swiftlets appeared and circled around but as dusk descended, so did the rain and we decided to head 

back, getting soaked despite our umbrellas and rain-jackets. On the way back we managed to see a 



gecko and some great invertebrates such as Malaysian Giant Black and Giant Pill Millipedes, land 

snails, Giant spiny phasmids (stick insects) Haaniella saussurei, which Tonia illuminated with an 

ultraviolet (black) light, with interesting and varied results. The leaves of the Spikemoss Selaginella and 

encrusting lichens turned silver, while leaves of some other plants illuminated a bright red or pink and 

blue; many bright white and blue patches appeared on some of the invertebrates and the gecko under 

UV light. We reached our cabins and dried off as best we could, going to sleep to the sound of frogs, 

crickets and the rain. We had walked a total of around 14.5 kms today, including the 3 kms each way 

to the caves plus walking up and down the steps and along the boardwalks within the caves, so we all 

slept soundly.  

 

Gunung Mulu National Park. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Day 5   
 

Fri 23 August Gunung Mulu NP  

This morning we had arranged to meet at the café for breakfast but as we emerged from our cabins, 

we realised that the heavy rains of last night plus the high tide had flooded the nearby Melinau river, 

effectively isolating us by flood water. So, we all took off our shoes and socks and rolled up (or took off!) 

our pants and formed a procession, poking and prodding our way along the submerged boardwalk  

which the staff had kindly outlined with plastic poles until we reached the café. After breakfast we birded 

around the café and some of the surrounding area that had not been totally inundated, while learning 



that a flood event like this happens on average once a year and sometimes not for several years. 

Eventually the water receded enough as the tide dropped so that we could go out on the boats to 

Clearwater Cave as we were unable to do the scheduled canopy walk because it was inaccessible. So 

off we went in two motorised wooden boats, first stopping at a Penang settlement to purchase some 

local handcrafts, before heading to the caves. We set off for Wind Cave first and then returned to the 

picnic area for a delicious lunch. Swimming in the river was not possible today because of the churning 

flood waters but we explored the nearby area and watched some Least Pygmy Squirrels. Then back in 

the boats and back to base in time for another bird walk before dinner. By  this time, we were able to 

access some of the boardwalks to the tracks and the road outside the park without wading. Here we 

saw a pair of Raffles’s Malkoha, Plume-toed Swiflets soaring overhead, Diard’s and Scarlet-rumped 

Trogon, a pair of Black-and-yellow Broadbills (with their eerie mechanical calls echoing around the 

forest), another Ventriloqual Oriole, Greater Racket-tailed Drongo, Grey-hooded, Rufous-crowned,  

Black-throated and Ferruginous Babbler, Blue-eared Kingfisher, White-rumped Shama, Oriental 

Magpie-robin, Purple-naped Spiderhunter, Black-eared Barbet and heard Green Broadbill and Red-

crowned Barbet. Plantain Squirrels and several Skinks were also seen. The road outside the park also 

proved productive, with Scaly-breasted and Dusky Munia, Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, Yellow-breasted 

Flowerpecker and Brown-throated Sunbird. We then accessed our rooms via the now exposed 

boardwalk after dinner before heading out again on another night walk where we saw Spotted Stream 

Frog and Lesser Swamp Frog and many more invertebrates that had been forced onto the boardwalk  

by the floods including some spectacular giant phasmids (stick insects) and Hammerhead Planarians 

(Bipalium sp) before retiring for the night as it started to rain again, to dry out our clothes in preparation 

for tomorrow.  

 

Day 6   
 

Sat 24 August Gunung Mulu NP  

Despite the overnight rain, the boardwalks remained exposed, so access to breakfast was a little less 

dramatic than yesterday. We then continued birding around the walking tracks within the park before 

meeting our local guide who took us to the Canopy Walk which had just reopened. After negotiating the 

420 m of walkways up to 20 m above the ground (which is still one of the longest tree-based canopy 

walks in the world), admiring the massive trees and surging river below, we continued birding the tracks 

until lunchtime. We once again saw Raffle’s Malkoha and Scarlet -rumped Trogon, and added Chestnut -

breasted Malkoha, Black-eared Barbet, Rufous Woodpecker, Green Iora, Crimson Sunbird, Lesser 

Green Leafbird, Puff-backed and Black-and-white Bulbul and Common Hill Myna to our list. We also 

saw more Long-tailed Macaques, Plantain and Prevost’s Squirrel, and Least Pygmy Squirrel. After lunch 

we transferred to the Marriott hotel which is located outside the National Park via the ‘Marriott Chariot’,  

an open sided truck, where we checked in for a rest. Some of the group met late afternoon, t ransferred 

back to the park and walked back to Deer Cave where the bat exodus at dusk was phenomenal. The 

hungry bats (which had not been able to feed for 3 nights) poured out of the cave mouth like smoke and 

disappeared into the late afternoon sky. A Bat Hawk opportunistically nabbed at least one bat that we 

could see, and Swiftlets also circled around the sky making for a very impressive sight. We then 



marched quickly back to the park entrance, once again transferring to the hotel in time for dinner. During 

the bird list after dinner, we became aware of some House Swifts that were sleeping in the rafters in the 

bar area, thus adding another bird to our list for the day.   

 

Mulu bats. Photograph by: H. Michael 

 
 
 

SABAH 
Day 7   
 

Sun 25 August Kota Kinabalu and Kundasang  

This morning, we had a pre-breakfast bird walk around the boardwalks and grounds of the hotel and 

nearby road, picking up a Yellow-bellied Prinia, Scaly-breasted Munia, Brown-throated Sunbird,  

Eurasian Tree Sparrow and a group of Fluffy-backed Tit-babblers in the grass and bushes on the side 

of the road, and Crested Serpent Eagle, Bat Hawk and Pacific Swallow in the air. We then returned to 

the hotel for breakfast before transferring to Mulu airport for our flight to Kota Kinabalu in Sabah. On 

our arrival we were met by our friends in Sabah, and our driver for this section of the trip, before travelling 

to a local restaurant for a huge Malay lunch. A Brahminy Kite was spotted near the Kota Kinabalu 

waterfront. We then travelled approximately two-hours to our accommodation near the township of 

Kundasang, traversing Sabah's Crocker Range where we checked in and had dinner at the onsite 

restaurant.  



 

Mount Kinabalu. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Day 8   
 

Mon 26 August Kinabalu Park  

After an early breakfast, we travelled to the famous Kinabalu Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

which has been designated a Centre of Plant Diversity for Southeast Asia and which is exceptionally  

rich in species, including flora shared with the Himalayas, China, Austral ia, Malaysia and pan-tropics.   

Mt. Kinabalu, the highest mountain in Malaysia, towers majestically at 4,095 metres (13,431 feet). The 

Park has a very wide range of habitats, from rich lowland and hill rainforest to tropical mountain forest, 

sub-alpine forest and scrub on the higher elevations. We all noticed a marked drop in the temperature 

here, particularly around the gate to the walking trail up the mountain (at around 2,000 metres) which 

is the highest point we birded. Near the park entrance and on the way up the mountain we saw a Little 

Cuckoo-dove gathering nesting material, Black-sided Flowerpecker, Hair-crested Drongo, Yellow-

breasted Warbler, Aberrant Bush Warbler, Bornean Whistling-thrush and Temminck’s Sunbird. At the 

highest entrance to the walking track in the misty montane oak-chestnut forest, we saw Ashy Drongo,  

Bornean Treepie, Penan Bulbul with their white puffy throats, Bornean Stubtail, Black-capped White-

eye, Grey-headed Babbler, Sunda Laughingthrush, a large group of Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush,  

a gorgeous Indigo Flycatcher, a juvenile Snowy-browed Flycatcher, White-browed Shrike-babbler and 

heard Mountain Imperial Pigeon. Mammals we saw today included Plantain, Jentink’s and Bornean 

Mountain Ground Squirrel and an extremely cute Tufted (Whitehead’s) Pygmy Squirrel with its adorable 

tufted ears. We then visited the small war memorial in Kundasang which outlined the horrific forced 



‘death march’ of Australian and British prisoners of war by Japanese soldiers from Sandakan to Ranau 

at the end of the Second World War. Then back to the lodge for some downtime during the heat of the 

day. Some of the group returned to Kinabalu Park late afternoon where we saw a pair of Whitehead’s  

Broadbills; the female was building a nest while the male watched on, presumably on the lookout for 

danger. We quickly departed to ensure we didn’t disturb them. Back at the highest point, we added a 

flock of Chestnut-crested Yuhinas to the bird list. We returned to our accommodation in Kundasang late 

afternoon, once again enjoying a huge dinner at the onsite restaurant.  

 

Day 9   
 

Tue 27 August Poring Rainforest    

After another early breakfast, we returned to the park and saw many of the same birds as yesterday 

but added a pair of Grey-chinned Minivets, Sunda Cuckoo-shrike, Bornean Whistler, White-throated 

Fantail, Mountain Leaf-warbler, Mountain Tailorbird, Mountain Black-eye and three Bornean Forktails 

who were chasing each other through the trees. We then travelled to Poring on the eastern boundary  

of the national park, stopped at a fruit market en route to get more supplies, and picking up Zebra Dove 

and Eurasian Tree Sparrows on the street. Medium Egret was also seen during the drive. We had lunch 

on our arrival and then walked through the lowland dipterocarp forest, which included a 30 metre (100 

foot) high canopy walkway through the treetops and a LOT of steps! We then visited a private property  

where we were lucky to see a male Rafflesia keithii in flower. It had been blooming for around 5 of its 

7-day lifespan and the flower was around 50cm across. This genus of plant does not have a predictable 

blooming season and with no stem, leaves or roots, it leaves little trace when it isn’t flowering. We then 

returned to our lodge in Kundasang for dinner and our third night stay in the area 

 
 

Rafflesia veitichii. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 



 
Sepilok. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Day 10 
 

Wed 28 August Sandakan  

We left Kundasang very early this morning for our destination near Sandakan. We broke up the journey 

around mid-way for a drink and the best roti most of us had ever tasted, before arriving at Sepilok. The 

group then proceeded to the Bornean Sun Bear Centre Sun Bears are found primarily in tropical 

rainforests in southeast Asia, north-eastern India, Bangladesh and southern China and are threatened 

by forest degradation, illegal hunting and poaching to obtain young cubs for the pet trade. This facility 

includes large forest enclosures to provide a natural environment suited to the needs and welfare of 

sun bears and facilitate their rehabilitation back into the wild and was opened to the public in 2014 to 

increase education and provide further funds for their care. In Sabah, Sun Bears are totally protected 

with the same status as the Bornean Orangutan and Sumatran Rhinoceros. We viewed the Sun Bears  

from an observation platform while learning about their habits and conservation methods used to protect 

them. The group then reunited at the adjoining Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre at Sepilok Centre (the 

world’s oldest facility of its type), to learn more about this ape which shares 96.3% of our human genetic  

makeup. We visited the nursery area when the young Orangutans were being fed on a raised platform 

and watched a group of Southern Pig-tailed Macaques opportunistically stealing some of the food. We 

then visited another observation deck, before checking into our nature resort at Sepilok later in the 



afternoon. We took a walk around the lodge grounds on our arrival, picking up a perched pale morph 

Changeable Hawk-eagle, Black-winged Flycatcher-shrike, Olive-winged and Yellow-vented Bulbul, 

Orange-bellied Flowerpecker and Crimson Sunbird. We also watched a very vocal confrontation 

between a Plantain and Prevost’s Squirrel who didn’t seem to like being in the same tree, and watched 

the huge fluffy grey tail of a Bornean Giant Squirrel disappear into a fruiting Rambutan tree. We then 

headed to the outdoor eating area for a delicious dinner before retiring to our cabins. We all drifted off 

to sleep to the sound of rain, which disturbed a wild adult male Orangutan who had chosen to make his 

bed at the top of a huge tree near the cabins. Around 30 minutes after the rain started, the Orangutan 

had enough of getting wet, descending with a great crash of branches and a cabin-shaking thump onto 

the roof of a cabin in search of drier sleeping quarters. Thankfully the cabin roofs have been built 

strongly enough to withstand such treatment and peace once again descended. 

  

 

Day 11   
 

Thu 29 August Rainforest Discovery Centre to 
Kinabatangan  

Today we had another early morning, arriving at the nearby Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC) at dawn 

when the birds were most active. We had a pre-breakfast snack and coffee at a picnic area overlooking 

a small lake where we watched an Oriental Darter glide across the water with its snake-like neck, and 

Pacific Swallows swooping for a drink on the surface of the water. We also observed a Water Monitor 

cruising up and down the lake and sometimes floating motionless, with its long forked tongue constantly 

flicking in and out. While we watched, it raised its upper body out of the water and plunged its head 

below the surface with lightning-fast speed, re-emerging with a sizeable fish which it proceeded to gulp 

down in a couple of bone crushing bites of its vice-like jaws. It then cruised along the bank at the water’s 

edge, looking intently for frogs or anything else it could find in the dense reedbeds. We then walked 

around the main paths and road at the centre, adding Oriental Pied Hornbill, Brown Barbet, Ashy 

Tailorbird, Asian Glossy Starling, Javan Myna, Oriental Magpie Robin, Malaysian Pied Fantail and a 

striking White-crowned Shama singing in full voice from a nearby branch. We then proceeded to the 

347-metre-long steel canopy walkway, where we enjoyed spectacular views of the beautiful rainforest  

from the observation towers 25 metres above ground. Here we saw a perched Wallace’s Hawk -eagle,  

Black Hornbills, a stunning pair of Scarlet Minivets and a Bornean Black Magpie who stared at us with 

its beady red eyes. We then walked along a densely vegetated path where we at first heard and then 

saw a Black-crowned Pitta in the leaf litter on the forest floor, before returning to the lodge for a proper 

‘second’ breakfast, while watching a pair of Lesser Green Leafbirds eating berries from a shrub next to 

our table, some Long-tailed Parakeets flying over and Spectacled Bulbul and Ornate Sunbird. We also 

managed to spot and photograph the slumbering male Orangutan lying sprawled in a tree in the lodge 

grounds after its interrupted sleep of the night before, and we reluctantly packed and left to travel to our 

next destination on the banks of the Kinabatangan River. On our arrival, we were transferred by boat to 

our lodge on the other side of the river for lunch and a rest, before heading out on a late afternoon boat  



cruise. Also known as the corridor of life, the Kinabatangan River is the longest river in Sabah, with a 

catchment area of 16,800 square kilometres, and this area is home to 198 species of birds including 8 

species of hornbills, and one of only two places in the world where one may encounter 10 different  

species of primates, including Proboscis Monkey. On our two-hour cruise we saw Little Green Pigeon,  

Blue-throated Bee-eater, Dollarbird, a group of Dusky Broadbills, Red-and-black Broadbill and a 

gorgeous Blue-eared Kingfisher perched in trees on the riverbank, while groups of Proboscis Monkey, 

Southern Pig-tailed and Long-tailed Macaques launched themselves recklessly from branch to branch 

with expert ease. A Common Sandpiper sat perched on a pile of floating debris, as the riverbanks had 

disappeared beneath the surging water. Several species of birds also flew either over or down the river, 

including Green Imperial Pigeon, Purple Heron and both Rhinoceros and Wreathed Hornbills. We 

returned to our lodge as dark descended, for dinner and a good night rest after a long day. 

 

Day 12  
 

Fri 30 August Kinabatangan to Danum Valley  

This morning, we once again headed out early on a boat cruise along the mighty Kinabatangan River 

after briefly spotting a very vocal Brown Boobook who was perched near the lodge restaurant as dawn 

approached. On this morning’s cruise we added a group of Pink-necked Green-pigeons at the boat  

ramp and Storm’s Stork, several Great Egrets, two perched Jerdon’s Baza, better views of Long-tailed 

Parakeet, Black-and Yellow Broadbill, several White-breasted Woodswallows on an aerial line installed 

across the river for primates to cross, Barn Swallow, a quick view of Stork-billed Kingfisher as it scooted 

low over the river, and nabbed 5 hornbill species for the morning: Bushy-crested, Black, Oriental Pied, 

Wreathed and Wrinkled Hornbill. We then returned to the lodge for breakfast and once again packed 

and transferred across the river to our waiting vehicle to drive to Lahad Datu. We arrived in time for 

lunch at a local restaurant and to check in for our Danum Valley experience and say goodbye to our 

driver. Our next stop was two nights at the Borneo Rainforest Lodge located beside the Danum River 

in primary rainforest in the Danum Valley Conservation Area – Sabah’s largest protected area of lowland 

dipterocarp forest preserved for conservation, research, education, and training. This Bornean Eden 

has over 200 species of trees per hectare, some of which are the oldest, tallest and most diverse in the 

world.  A myriad of animal life, including 124 species of mammal, 72 species of reptiles, 56 species of 

amphibian and over 325 bird species live in this fascinating world of tropical rainforest. During our two-

hour transfer to the lodge, we saw a Black Eagle soaring overhead and a massive monitor lizard 

lumbering down the road. On our arrival we were greeted with cold drinks and introduced to our local 

guide who would be with us for this next section of our tour. Af ter a short freshen up in our rooms, we 

took an afternoon walk along the road near the lodge, where we saw Slender-billed Crow, Hairy-backed 

and Charlotte’s Bulbul, Dark-sided Flycatcher, Verditer Flycatcher, Plain Sunbird, and a Little 

Spiderhunter on the wild banana flowers. We also saw a group of 3 young Orangutans interacting near 

the lodge and two others further down the road building their nests near the top of a huge tree for the 

night. As we returned to the lodge at dusk, the heavens opened and it poured with rain, preventing any 

further activities tonight including the scheduled night drive.  



 

Great Argus. Photograph by: T. Cochran 

 

Day 13   
 

Sat 31 August Danum Valley  

We woke this morning to clear skies and no sign of further rain and were rewarded with a smorgasbord 

of amazing bird and wildlife sightings on our pre-breakfast early morning walk. The day started well with 

reasonably close views of North Bornean Grey Gibbon, Maroon Leaf Monkey and more Orangutan near 

the lodge. Shortly afterwards a beautiful orange coloured Malay Weasel ran across the road in front of 

us. We then visited a Great Argus lek (dancing ground) and were astounded to find the male bird in 

attendance, watching in fascination and admiration as he stood there preparing for his daily routine of 

cleaning his display area and calling for a mate with his loud “OH WOW” call which reverberated around 

the forest. We also had good views of Bushy-crested and Wreathed Hornbills flying over and heard the 

characteristic call of the Helmeted Hornbill near the river. We once again had a super-quick glimpse of 

a Stork-billed Kingfisher scooting along the river and a pair of Maroon Woodpeckers and Maroon -

breasted Philentoma flitting in the dense tree canopy. We also saw a Chestnut-naped Forktail at a small 

stream crossing, Hairy-backed and Grey-cheeked Bulbul, more White-crowned Shamas and Little 

Spiderhunters and great scope views of a Striped Wren-babbler. Black-crowned and Bornean Banded 

Pitta, Brown Fulvetta, Bornean Blue Flycatcher and Crested Shrikejay were also heard deep in the 

forest and some of the group had quick glimpses of an Eyebrowed Wren-babbler. Sabi also spotted a 

perfectly camouflaged Sunda Colugo, and we also saw Silvered Leaf Monkey, both species of 

macaques, a Least Pygmy Squirrel and Bornean Giant Squirrel. We returned to the lodge for breakfast, 



before heading out again for another couple of hours before it became too hot and humid and adding 

Greater Coucal, Diard’s Trogon and Banded Broadbill. Then back again for lunch and a rest before once 

again heading out again during the late afternoon until dark, seeing a female Scarlet-rumped Trogon, a 

Bornean Crested Fireback and hearing Black-eared and Red-throated Barbet, Sabah Partridge and a 

Blue-naped Pitta who was calling nearby. We then regrouped for a pre-dinner evening vehicle tour 

where we added Red Giant Flying Squirrel, Bornean Slow Loris, Sambar Deer, Banded and Malay 

Civets and Sunda Leopard Cat to our rapidly growing mammal list. After dinner we went back out on a 

short night walk to see a range of frogs including a beautifully marked Harlequin Frog and spotlighting 

a large Scorpion on a tree trunk with a UV torch which caused it to fluoresce an incandescent other -

worldly pale blue-green colour! We also saw Brown Wood Owl and heard Reddish Scops Owl before 

retiring to bed after another huge day in the Bornean jungle.  

 

Day 14   
 

Sun 1 September Danum Valley 

Another early start today, beginning with breakfast and an early morning walk around the lodge grounds 

with Sabi. This included a walk along part of the canopy walkway where we added Ventriloqual (formerly  

Dark-throated) Oriole, Green Iora, Black-naped Monarch, Spectacled, Olive-winged and Red-eyed 

Bulbul and Common Hill Myna. We also saw another wild Orangutan here. Birding from the road we 

saw Greater Coucal, Raffle’s Malkoha, Rhinoceros and Wreathed Hornbill, Yellow-crowned Barbet,  

Banded Broadbill, Black Magpie, Slender-billed Crow, Moustached and Ferruginous Babbler, Dark-

necked and Ashy Tailorbird, and White-crowned Sharma. We also had excellent view of a Diard’s  

Trogon, and Red-bearded Bee-eater who were perched near each other, causing ID confusion until we 

worked out that the group were looking at two different species. A singing Rufous -tailed Sharma 

provided excellent viewing on one of the trails and we heard Moustached Hawk-cuckoo, Helmeted 

Hornbill, Black-crowned and Blue-headed Pitta and Brown Boobook who proved elusive. We also had 

great views of a North Bornean Grey Gibbon and a family of Maroon Leaf Monkeys in the trees near 

the lodge. We then packed our bags and had an early lunch at the lodge before transferring to the field 

centre (seeing Black Eagle and Changeable Hawk-eagle on the way) where we met our new onsite 

guide and checked into our rooms, noting a baby Water Monitor who was sunbaking on rocks next to a 

water feature next to the restaurant area. We organised a late afternoon bird walk  around the lodge,  

where the first thing we saw was a close-up view of a wild female Orangutan with her small baby and a 

family of North Bornean Grey Gibbons who were being studied by a Japanese gibbon researcher and 

Prevost’s Squirrels. A family of three Bornean Forktails were viewed in a nearby small stream. We birded 

around the lodge garden where Thick-billed and Large Green-pigeon were eating the ripe fruit of a huge 

fig tree. Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, a strikingly marked Whiskered Treeswift, Blue-crowned Hanging 

Parrot, Malaysian Pied Fantail, Yellow-vented Bulbul, Bold-striped Tit-babbler, Oriental Magpie-robin,  

Lesser Green Leafbird were also spotted in the surrounding trees. We then returned to base for dinner 

before heading out on an action-packed night drive which started before we even boarded the tour 

vehicle when we heard and then had excellent views of a Buffy Fish-owl, who was perched in a tree 

above the carport, studying us intently. We then launched into the night drive proper in the open tour 



vehicle, ducking the microbats who were hunting the insects attracted to the carport light. We stopped 

shortly afterwards at a fruiting fig tree which was alive with mammals, including several Large (Malay) 

Flying Foxes, two Binturong, and a Malay Civet feeding on the ripe fruit. Several Red Giant Flying 

Squirrels and Black Flying Squirrels were also seen, some of which we witnessed gliding from the trees. 

We also saw a Sunda Colugo with a baby poking its head out of the folds near the mother’s back leg 

as she remained clamped to the tree trunk. A Slow Loris was also spotted moving quicker than its name 

suggests and several Lesser Mouse-deer were spotted in the undergrowth. Two more civet species 

(Masked Palm and Island Palm Civet) were also seen feeding in bushes next to the road. What an 

amazing night! 

 

Day 15   
 

Mon 2 September Danum Valley 

Today and this evening we continued to explore the walking tracks. We started with a morning bird walk 

after breakfast along the tracks near the lodge and then over the river into the primary forest.  We then 

returned in the heat of the day and a rest before heading out again late afternoon on another afternoon 

walk followed by dinner and a night walk. New species that we added today included Black -bellied 

Malkoha, Red-naped Trogon, Gold-whiskered Barbet, both normal and dark morph Rufous-winged 

Philentoma, Yellow-bellied and Cream-eyed Bulbul, and a pair of Buff-rumped Woodpeckers and great  

views of Bold-striped Tit-babbler. The real highlight of the day being a Helmeted Hornbill that flew over 

the lodge, giving us splendid views of its long tail and huge casque and bringing our hornbill total to 7 

of the possible 8 species here. We also had good views of Rhinoceros and Oriental Pied Hornbill here.  

The female Orangutan and baby once again gave us great views as she ate Langsat from the tree in 

the garden and we also had close views of Maroon Leaf Monkey and a Lesser False-serotine Bat who 

was hanging asleep under a fallen log. Another great day. 

 

Day 16   
 

Tue 3 September Danum Valley to Kota Kinabalu 

We reluctantly departed after breakfast this morning to head to the Lahad Datu airport We managed a 

total of 170 bird species seen with another 21 species heard only, 33 wild mammal species with the 

addition of Sunbear in the Conservation Centre plus some great frogs and insects on the night walks.  


