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Day 1   

 

27.08.25 | Kuching  

The group met at 12:00 noon and started the tour with a delicious lunch at a vegetarian 
restaurant followed by a short city walking tour along the river, where our guide gave a 
background of the indigenous Dayak communities in Sarawak and the history of Kuching. The 
group then had some free time to explore and relax until dinner at a traditional food court 
where the food was plentiful and delicious.   

 
Kuching Rain Tree: J. Fakes  

  

Day 2  
 

28.08.25 | Orangutans, Semenggoh Wildlife Centre  

This morning, we left early to visit the Wildlife Centre in Semenggoh Nature reserve, a natural 
habitat which is a sanctuary for the Critically Endangered (and CITES listed) Bornean 
Orangutan Pongo pygmaeus and is home to individuals who have been injured, orphaned or 
previously kept captive as illegal pets. Here, they are nurtured to readapt to jungle life and a 
thriving population of healthy semi-wild Orangutans live here, free to roam the forest within 
the 650-hectare (2.5 square mile) reserve. Supplementary food such as fruit is provided daily 
for those individuals that need additional support, and this also provides a means to check the 
health of individuals during their transition to the wild. During our visit, one adult male decided 



to come in for a feed of bananas and sugar cane and gave us an opportunity to see the well-
developed cheek pads (flanges) that the females lack. We also had good views of Orange-
bellied Flowerpecker and Lesser Green Leafbird feeding on fruit at the feeding platform, with 
opportunistic Plantain Squirrels and Lesser Treeshrews also stealing morsels.   

We also explored the sanctuary for other flora and fauna during our visit, starting with a walk 
from the main entrance to the feeding platform where we saw Red-eyed Bulbul, Yellow-bellied 
Warbler, White-bellied Epornis in the trees along the roadside. Two species of carnivorous 
plants, Nepenthes mirabilis and N. ampullaria were also seen here. We then took a shuttle 
bus back to the main entrance where we met our bus and had an early lunch before heading 
to the Sarawak Cultural Village around 50 kilometres away. The village showcases authentic 
replicas of houses belonging to the major ethnic groups in Sarawak and we spent some time 
exploring the area and birdwatching, adding Spotted Dove, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Common 
and Green Ioras, Malaysian Pied Fantail, Rufous-tailed Tailorbird, Brown-throated Sunbird, 
Yellow-bellied Prinia, Yellow-vented Bulbul, Javan Myna and Eurasian Tree Sparrow, with a 
White-bellied Sea-Eagle flying overhead. We also had great views of a Stork-billed Kingfisher 
perched next to the lake and a pair of White-breasted Waterhens with chicks in the grassy 
verge, before joining a cultural performance in the late afternoon, which showcases traditional 
performances in costume. Several members of the group joined the cultural dance at the end 
of the performance to huge applause from the rest of the group. We then returned to Kuching 
and had dinner at a traditional Dayak restaurant before heading back to our city hotel.   

 
Orangutan: J. Fakes  

 



Day 3   
 

29.08.25 Kuching to Bako National Park  

This morning, we travelled to Bako National Park near Kuching and access is a 20-minute 
boat ride from the main meeting point and reception. The park covers an area of 16 square 
kilometres of primary forest. The coastline of the park is indented with beautiful sandstone 
rock formations, steep cliffs and sandy bays and the boat ride was picturesque. A Brahminy 
Kite flew overhead, Common Sandpipers and Eurasian Curlews were seen on the exposed 
sandbanks while Black-headed Gulls and Common Terns wheeled around the boats. We also 
had a good view of a perched, White-bellied Sea-Eagle during the boat trip. On our arrival we 
met local guide Edwin, who took us on a walking tour. During our visit we also saw Bornean 
(Keeled) Pit Viper and three species of monkeys- a troop of Silvered Leaf and Proboscis 
Monkeys and a very cute baby Long-tailed Macaque. Plantain Squirrels were clambering 
around the branches of surrounding trees, and two Western Bearded Pigs were sleeping on 
the grass in the grounds of the park. Birds we saw here included Pink-necked Green-Pigeon, 
Black-eared Barbet, Ashy and Rufous-tailed Tailorbirds, Black-and-red Broadbill, Black-
winged Flycatcher-shrike, Common Iora, Olive-winged and Red-eyed Bulbuls, Asian Glossy 
Starling, Bold-striped Tit-Babbler and a female Brown-throated Sunbird with two fledglings. 
We also had great views of a pair of Buff-necked Woodpeckers drumming on a dead tree trunk 
foraging for grubs; Red-crowned Barbet and White-crowned Shama were heard today. We 
also wandered along the beach to view the spectacularly marked iron oxide-stained sandstone 
cliffs on the beach and noting a Silvered Leaf Money picking through the beach wrack for tasty 
titbits and Nepenthes carnivorous plants and orchids growing from the top of the large 
sandstone boulders.   

We had a picnic lunch and left before the tide became too low to return home, wading ankle 
deep in the warm tropical water to board our boats. On our arrival back at the boat ramp, we 
watched a Giant Mudskipper hunting for crabs on the exposed mud in the mangroves, moving 
surprisingly fast on its well adapted pectoral fins as it dashed across the mud to nab a crab 
and eventually shuffling back into the shallow water to replace the oxygen in its gills and 
moisture of its skin.  We then enjoyed some delicious homemade ice-creams with flavours 
such as avocado, mango, coconut and even durian, before visiting a patch of jungle where we 
had a most amazing interaction with a Red-legged Crake, who practically wandered around 
our legs while we took pictures of it with our mobile phones. We then headed back to Kuching, 
visiting some street stalls for an early dinner. 



 
Proboscis Monkey: J. Fakes  

  

Day 4   
 

30.08.25 Kuching to Gunung Mulu  

This morning, we transferred to Kuching airport for our flight to Mulu, which is located north-
east of Kuching near the Brunei border. On our arrival at the airport, we were met by our local 
guide Larry and boarded our open shuttle to our hotel near Gunung Mulu National Park where 
we enjoyed a huge buffet lunch before heading into the national park. This ancient and 
spectacular UNESCO-listed World Heritage Area is one of the most important natural sites in 
Southeast Asia and is notable for its high biodiversity, karst (cave) systems and exceptional 
natural beauty. The Park is over 52,000ha in size and contains 17 vegetation zones and 
around 3,500 plant species. We walked about 3 kms along the board-walked path to Deer 
Cave & Lang Cave, which are home to over 3 million bats of about 30 different species, and 
Swiftlets who also echolocate in the darkness of the caves. Common Sun-Skink and Prevost's 
Squirrel were seen during the walk to the caves. 

After exploring the interior of both caves, which included a sighting of a Malayan Softshell 
Turtle in the shallow water amongst the stalacmites, we returned to the outdoor viewing area 
in anticipation of the ‘bat exodus’ shortly before dusk. Before long, the first wave of Swiftlets 
started exiting the cave and swirling around the entrance, followed shortly afterwards by the 
first wispy cloud of predominantly Wrinkle-lipped Bats, emerging as dusk approached. Shortly 
afterwards, successive ribbons of bats emerged in search of an estimated 15-30 tons of 
insects that they are calculated to consume each night (some eating their weight in insects in 



one feeding session). As the bats emerged, opportunistic predators also arrived, including a 
Bat Hawk and Rufous-bellied Eagle who swooped and dived amongst the clouds of bats 
attempting to catch one.  

 

Cloud of Bats: J. Fakes  

It became quite windy and as the rain started, we decided to return along the boardwalk and 
catch the shuttle back to our hotel for a late dinner. On the wooden railings of the boardwalk 
in both directions, we viewed a variety of invertebrates on the wooden railing such as 
Hammerhead Worms (Bipalium sp), giant phasmids (stick insects), Red and Black Millipedes 
and bright green Katydids. We also viewed some plants and invertebrates under ultraviolet 
(UV) light which highlighted the chelae (pincers) of countless scorpions in the cracks in the 
wood which glowed an unearthly pale blue. Bornean Horned and Rough-sided Frogs were 
heard and seen in the vegetation at the side of the boardwalk while Forest Geckos waited 
patiently on the wooden entrance sign for a tasty invertebrate snack to walk past.   

 

Day 5   
 

31.08.25 Gunung Mulu National Park  

Early this morning we took the first shuttle into the park to enjoy a pre-breakfast walk. While 
waiting for the shuttle we recorded Black-eared Barbet, Black-and-yellow Broadbill, Puff-
backed and Black-headed Bulbul and Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, while Plantain Squirrels 
scurried amongst the branches in the trees overhead. We then headed into the Park to a 480-
metre long canopy skywalk which is suspended about 20 metres above the forest floor, which 
provided a wonderful chance to view the spectacular tropical jungle at close range. During the 
walk through the jungle to the skywalk, we saw saw Plaintive Cuckoo, Chestnut-rumped 



Babbler, Fluffy-backed and Bold-striped Tit-Babblers, Blyth's Paradise Flycatcher, and heard 
a Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker. A Lesser Fish-Eagle flew overhead.   

We then returned to the hotel for breakfast, before walking to the river to board our community-
run longboat, which took us to the Penan settlement of Batu Bungan, seeing Common 
Sandpiper, Grey-headed Fish-Eagle and Great Egret enroute. Here we viewed some locally 
made handcrafts which were on sale as souvenirs to support the community and birded along 
the main road of the settlement, before returning to the boats to continue to Wind and 
Clearwater Caves. We explored inside each cave with Larry and found a Bornean Whistling-
Thrush quite comfortably hopping around inside the gloomy interior searching for tasty snacks 
on the cave floor. Some of the group swam or paddled in a crystal clear pool in a bend in the 
river, while a lone bat circled around the same pool in broad daylight feeding. We enjoyed a 
picnic lunch whilst watching Least Pygmy Squirrels feeding on the trunks of nearby trees and 
a beautifully-marked Wavy Maplet butterfly with bright green eyes flapping its wings slowly on 
a leaf near the ground.  

We then headed back in the longboats to our accommodation for a short rest before heading 
out or a birdwalk around the grounds until dinner and seeing Dusky Munia (endemic to 
Borneo), Black-headed Bulbul, Grey-hooded Babbler, Wallace's Hawk-Eagle, Malaysian Pied 
Fantail, Pink-necked and Large Green-Pigeons, Black-eared Barbet and a Green Crested 
Lizard (which changed colour from brown to green as we watched) and Common Sun Skink. 
We then headed back into the park after dinner for a night walk along some of the boardwalk 
areas where we saw a beautifully striped Malaysian Forest Gecko, mating phasmids, 
centipedes, giant landsnails and frogs, before returning to our comfortable hotel beds.   

 
Mulu Canopy Walk: J. Fakes  



Day 6   
 

1.09.25 Gunung Mulu National Park  

This morning, we returned to the park for more birding and nature viewing on the boardwalks 
inside the park. In addition to the Pocoglottis acuminata orchids in full flower, we had good 
views of Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, Wallace's Hawk-eagle, Scarlet-rumped Trogon, Black 
Hornbill, Red-bearded Bee-eater, Black-and-red and Black-and-yellow Broadbills, Greater 
Racket-tailed Drongo and heard Red-crowned Barbet, Rufous-crowned Babbler and Green 
Broadbill. We also had great views of a pair of Blyth's Paradise Flycatcher with streaming 
white tail feathers in flight, a flock of Black-throated Babblers and a Western Hooded Pitta 
which uncharacteristically landed on a branch above us so everyone could see it. A Bornean 
Pit Viper was also seen next to the boardwalk. After a lunch stop at the park cafe, we headed 
back to our hotel for a short break during the heat of the day, before another birding session 
around the hotel grounds, where we saw a group of Asian Glossy Starlings, Greater Racket-
tailed Drongo and many swiftlets of perhaps a few species flying overhead. Several 
predominantly black Prevost's Squirrels and a Least Pygmy Squirrel were also seen. After 
dinner at the hotel, we once again headed outside to watch the fireflies flickering amongst the 
vegetation before calling it a day.     

 
Hooded Pita: J. Fakes  

  

 

 

 



Day 7   
 

2.09.25 Kota Kinabalu to Kundasang  

This morning, we once again headed out to bird around the local community outside the hotel 
grounds where we saw some different species, including Greater Coucal, Raffles's Malkoha, 
Black-headed and Spectacled Bulbuls, Oriental Magpie Robin, White-rumped Shama, 
Crimson Sunbird, Little Spiderhunter, more Dusky Munia, Bold-striped Tit-babbler, Blue-
throated Bee-eater and a Red-throated Barbet. We then transferred to Mulu airport for our 
early afternoon flight to Kota Kinabalu in Sabah.  On our arrival, after admiring a Zebra Dove 
on the tarmac, we were met by our local guide Augustine and our Sabah host Cheryl. After a 
huge lunch in Kota Kinabalu, we then traversed Sabah's Crocker Range and arrived at our 
accommodation at Kundersang in time for dinner.    

 
Red-throated Barbet: J. Fakes  

  

Day 8   
 

3.09.25 Kinabalu Park  

This morning, we left very early to travel to Kinabalu Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
which has been designated a Centre of Plant Diversity for Southeast Asia. The Park has a 
very wide range of habitats, from rich lowland and hill rainforest to tropical mountain forest, 
sub-alpine forest and scrub on the higher elevations. On arrival, we first birded around the 
entrance, seeing Sunda Cuckooshrike, and then ascended Mt Kinabalu (the highest mountain 
in Malaysia towering majestically at 4,095 metres) in the vehicle, stopping to bird enroute, and 
finishing at Timpohon Gate (1,866m in altitude), the starting point for trekkers to walk to the 



top. Here we birded from the platform, seeing Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Changeable Hawk-
Eagle, Golden-naped Barbet, White-throated Fantail, Ashy Drongo, Bornean Green-Magpie, 
Bornean Treepie, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush, Indigo 
Flycatcher, Bornean Whistling-Thrush, Little Pied Flycatcher and Black-sided Flowerpecker. 
'Non-birds' included Bornean Mountain Ground Squirrel.   

Whilst birding, we watched the porters load up their backpack frames with impossibly large 
loads of up to 35 kilograms, before nimbly heading off up the track, carrying supplies to the 
huts. Known for their exceptional strength and stamina, they complete 1-2 trips per day. We 
then headed out of the park and visited the small war memorial in Kundasang which 
commemorates the horrific forced ‘death march’ of Australian and British prisoners of war by 
Japanese soldiers from Sandakan to Ranau at the end of the Second World War. We then 
visited the fruit market where we wandered around the stalls and bought some snacks for the 
journey, including delicious little bananas that reminded the group of the sweets they used to 
eat as children, and longan, a delicious tropical fruit like a lychee, with a brown leathery coat 
and a large glossy black seed in the middle. Dried fruit and peanuts were also added to the 
shopping list. After lunch at a local cafe, we headed back to the lodge for a short break, before 
heading out again mid-afternoon back into the park. We once again reached Timpohon Gate 
and managed to see White-throated Fantail, Yellow-breasted Warbler, Chestnut-crested 
Yuhina and Chestnut-hooded Laughingthrush before rain stopped play and we headed back 
for dinner.  

 
Golden-naped Barbet: J. Fakes  

  



Day 9   
 

4.09.25 Poring Rainforest  

We once again left very early to return to Kinabalu Park this morning for more birding, seeing 
Black-and-crimson Oriole, Mountain Leaf Warbler, Ashy Drongo, Pale-faced Bulbul, Bornean 
Treepie, Mountain Black-eye and Black-capped White-eye at the top, before heading down 
the mountain, where we had great views of a pair of Whitehead’s Trogon about half-way down. 
We then walked from that point down the road to the entrance, birding as we went and adding 
Bornean Stubtail, Penan Bulbul and Sunda (Aberrant) Bush Warbler and hearing Little 
Cuckoo-Dove, before heading to the onsite botanic gardens. We stopped at the small cafe for 
coffee and ice-creams, before heading into the gardens where we saw several local orchid 
species in bloom and carnivorous plants from the genus Nepenthes. We then headed to a 
local cafe for lunch and travelled to Poring.   

Our mission this afternoon was to see the very rare Rafflesia keithii in bloom, which parasitises 
a vine from the genus Tetrastigma. Rafflesias don’t have a predictable blooming season and 
with no stem, leaves or roots, leave little trace when they aren’t flowering, so we were very 
lucky to find a double-flowered plant in full bloom on a private property which protects this 
species. One of the blooms was open for day 3 of its 7-day lifespan and one had been fully 
open for 4 days; there were no other buds due to open for many weeks. We then visited the 
hot springs and butterfly centre, noting the Rafflesia in this area were also far from blooming 
before walking to a waterfall through the lowland dipterocarp forest. We then returned to our 
accommodation for dinner and the last night of our stay in Kundasang.   

 
Indigo Flycatcher: J. Fakes  



 
Rafflesia keithii: T. Cochran  

  

Day 10   
 

5.09.25 Kundasang to Sepilok  

This morning we returned to the park one final time and walked the length of a trail adjacent 
to the road from the entrance to its end half way up the mountain. Here we saw Blue-eared 
Kingfisher, Bornean Whistler, White-throated Fantail, Grey-throated Babbler, Penan Bulbul 
and Little Pied Flycatcher and heard Red-breasted Partridge and Bornean Stubtail. We then 
headed back down to the entrance along the road and returned to the lodge to pack before 
leaving for our destination for this evening at Sepilok. We stopped enroute for lunch at a cafe 
in a tea plantation, where we were offered a selection of interesting dishes and ‘all you could 
drink’ local tea. After a quick stop for afternoon tea in Amin Jaya (where we saw Spotted Dove, 
Javan Myna, Asian Glossy Starling and White-breasted Woodswallow perched on the 
powerlines opposite the cafe and Crested Serpent Eagle perched on a power  pole), we 
arrived in Sepilok during the late afternoon in time for dinner.    



 
Yellow-breasted Warbler: J. Fakes  

  

Day 11   
 

6.09.25 Rainforest Discovery Centre and Bornean Sun 
Bear  

This morning as we headed to breakfast, most of the group saw a wild orangutan emerging 
from its nest of leaves in the tree canopy in the lodge grounds and preparing to head out into 
the forest for the day. We quickly ate breakfast and returned to find it had already gone. We 
then headed to the Rainforest Discovery Centre (RDC) where we enjoyed a spectacular view 
of the beautiful rainforest from the observation towers and 347-metre-long steel Canopy 
Walkway at a height of 25 metres above ground. Despite our concerns that they were setting 
up for a jazz concert in the centre and some music practise by the orchestra, we still managed 
to see a range of birds including Oriental Darter perched on branches in the lake, Plume-toed 
and White-nest Swiftlets flying overhead and Pink-necked and Thick-billed Green-Pigeon and 
Raffles's Malkoha in the forest. We also had great views of a very tolerant Wallace's Hawk-
Eagle who was perched at near eye level on a branch of a huge tree next to one of the towers 
on the walkway. Here we also saw a Bornean Giant Squirrel scurrying down the trunk of a tree 
and several black pelaged Prevost's Squirrels.   

We then spent some time walking along some of the trails around the area, seeing Rufous 
Piculet, Brown Barbet, Brown Fulvetta, great views of White-crowned Shama. We also saw 
fresh diggings around the roots of a giant rainforest tree that could possibly be from a pangolin, 
Striped Tree Skinks and our first Borneo tractor millipede. We had lunch at the cafe in the 
centre and then visited the nearby Bornean Sun Bear Conservation Centre. This facility 



includes large forest enclosures to provide a natural environment suited to the needs and 
welfare of this CITES listed threatened species and facilitate their rehabilitation back into the 
wild. It was opened to the public in 2014 to increase education and provide further funds for 
their care. We viewed several Sun Bears eating and interacting with each other from an 
observation platform before becoming distracted by birdcalls. The first to get our attention was 
the call of a Rhinoceros Hornbill in the distance. As we wandered hopefully along the raised 
platform hoping to have a glimpse of this species, we were distracted by the sight of five largish 
birds who made a raucous appearance in the large trees above us. Excitement mounted as 
we realised that they were Bornean Bristleheads, an endemic threatened species which is 
often missed on birding tours. We watched them for quite some time foraging in the canopy 
high above, before they flew off. Other bird species we saw here were White-fronted (Bornean) 
Falconet and White-bellied Woodpecker.   

 

Wallace's Hawk-Eagle: J. Fakes  

We were lucky that the CEO of the facility was at the site during our visit, and he kindly showed 
us a female Bornean (Keeled) Pit Viper who was waiting motionlessly in a tree near the 
walkway for some prey item to come within striking distance. We then chatted with the CEO 
about the conservation program at the centre, before being diverted by one of the Sun Bears 
climbing a tree to a leaf nest as light rain fell. The CEO introduced her as Romolina, and we 
had the privilege of seeing her at eye level nearby, while she looked at us through the rain 
before taking a nap. We were able to get some Digiscope videos of her with our mobile phones 
as a great memory of a wonderful two hour stay at the centre. We then reluctantly left to return 
to our lodge, where we spent more time walking the grounds in search of orangutans. Although 
not successful this afternoon, we did see a pair of Oriental Pied Hornbill, Thick-billed and Little 
Spiderhunters. We then headed back out for dinner at a local restaurant, where we saw a 
Brahminy Blind Snake, before returning to our comfortable cabins to rest.   



 
Sun Bear: J. Fakes  

  

Day 12   
 

7.09.25 Sepilok to Kinabatangan  

This morning, we took an early morning walk around the lodge grounds and this time the whole 
group managed to see the same orangutan as yesterday - a female estimated to be around 
10 years old. We watched her eating her breakfast in a palm tree before she started moving 
into the trees, regarding us unconcernedly. She then headed across the roof of Tonia’s cabin 
before swinging into the trees above us, waiting patiently while swinging from right arm and 
leg for us to step back to allow her a comfortable distance to pass overhead and then 
disappear into the thick jungle on the other side of the path. We all appreciated what a great 
privilege it was to have such a view of a wild orangutan and there were a few tears of joy.   

We also birded here, seeing Dollarbird (the same species as in Australia), great views of a 
White-fronted Falconet, a flock of Pink-necked Green-Pigeons perched in a tree, Ventriloquial 
Oriole, Common Iora, White-crowned Shama, Orange-bellied Flowerpecker, Ornate Sunbird, 
Thick-billed and Little Spiderhunters, Greater Green Leafbird and Chestnut Munia and heard 
Spectacled Bulbul, Long-tailed Parakeet, and Bornean Black-capped Babbler. White-nest 
Swiftlets soared overhead and around a house on the adjacent property where they were 
nesting in the eaves; we also saw a few Baya Weaver nests in the trees. We then headed to 
our cabins to pack and head for our next destination at Bilit, preparing a small overnight bag 



to take with us while leaving our main luggage in storage as the lodge is located on the 
opposite bank of the Kinabatangan River and accessed by small boat.   

We then travelled to Kinabatangan and transferred into the boats with our ‘overnight bags’ for 
the short journey across to the lodge. On our arrival we had lunch and then settled into our 
cabins to await our afternoon cruise. The Kinabatangan River is the longest river in Sabah and 
the second longest in Malaysia. With a catchment area of 16,800 square kilometres, this 
‘corridor of life’ meanders through the forest from the mountains of western Sabah to the Sulu 
Sea. The rainforest of Kinabatangan is home to 198 species of birds including 8 species of 
hornbills and is one of only two places in the world where 10 different species of primates 
occur. Our afternoon boat cruise was delayed by one hour due to heavy rain but thankfully 
cleared and we proceeded downstream, searching the tall trees on either side in search of 
birds and wildlife. We were not disappointed as a succession of species either flew across the 
river or were seen in the trees on the riverbanks. Several Black-crowned Night Heron (mostly 
juveniles), Green Imperial-Pigeon, Blue-throated Bee-eater, Blue-eared and Stork-billed 
Kingfishers, White-breasted Woodswallow and Pacific Swallow which were perched in dead 
branches or live trees on the riverbanks, while Great Egrets and a few Little Egrets were seen 
in the shallows. Five species of hornbill were also seen this afternoon (Rhinoceros, Bushy-
crested, Black, Oriental Pied Hornbill and a flock of 11 Wrinkled Hornbills). Several Purple 
Heron flew over the river and Common Hill Myna was also seen here. We also saw Silvered 
Leaf Monkey, Proboscis Monkey and Long-tailed. We then returned to the lodge at dusk for 
dinner.   

 
Rhinoceros Hornbill pair: J. Fakes  

  



Day 13   
 

8.09.25 Kinabatangan to eastern Sabah  

This morning, we took a pre-breakfast dawn cruise along the Kinabatangan River, this time 
searching upstream, for more birdwatching and wildlife viewing. We added two Storm's Stork, 
several Oriental Darter, White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Grey-headed Fish-Eagle, White-fronted 
Falconet, great views of Black-and-red Broadbill, Dollarbird and Sunda Crow. We returned to 
the lodge for breakfast, adding a Grey Wagtail and a large Water Monitor which we saw on 
the mud at the jetty. Collared Kingfisher and White-breasted Woodswallow were seen on 
powerlines during the drive onwards to Lahad Datu.   

Here we transferred to our next destination- a lodge set within a 122,500ha reserve, which 
has been protected since the 1980s. On arrival we had a late lunch and then checked into our 
cabins which were located on the bank of the river that runs through the property. Heavy rain 
had recently fallen, and the river was at full height with the water surging and barrelling past 
the cabins. After a short rest, we headed out on a late afternoon-evening game drive in the 
open safari vehicle where we saw Green Imperial Pigeon, Greater Coucal, Crested Goshawk, 
Buffy Fish-Owl, Brown Wood-Owl, more Rhinoceros and Black Hornbills and added Wreathed 
Hornbill, Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot and White-bellied and Chestnut Munias.  We also saw 
a wild mother Bornean Orangutan with her baby preparing to make a nest for the night. We 
noticed she was looking with concern across at another tree and briefly saw the long tail of a 
monkey. Fearing it was Long-tailed Macaques, we were relieved to see it was a Grey Leaf 
Monkey which was much less of a threat to her baby, which was unconcerned, crawling over 
mum and then heading high into the canopy. We then returned to the lodge for dinner after 
dark.   

 

Purple Heron: J. Fakes  



 Day 14   

 

9.09.25 Eastern Sabah  

Today we spent birding and wildlife viewing within the reserve, starting with an early morning 
walk around the lodge grounds, seeing Greater Green Leafbird, several Brown Fulvetta, 
Chestnut-rumped Babbler, Black-and-yellow Broadbill and Sabah Grey Leaf Monkey. We then 
hopped into the tour vehicle and headed to the ‘mud volcano’, a geological feature where 
subsurface fluids and gases force their way to the surface and erupt like a volcano. Minerals 
are also forced to the surface and attract wildlife. Today there were no mammals here, 
although Asian Elephants had clearly been here recently judging by the huge footprints and 
scats here; we did hear a Critically Endangered Helmeted Hornbill calling from huge trees 
nearby and saw a Changeable Hawk-Eagle in a dead tree here.   

The 700 metre walk along a track through the jungle to and from the mud volcano proved more 
productive, and on our way in we managed to see three cryptic forest birds: Sunda Blue 
Flycatcher, a Blue-headed Pitta and three Sabah Partridge. We then headed back to the lodge 
for lunch and a rest, some choosing to take a foot soak in herb infused warm water which 
soothed tired muscles after the long jungle walk. Some also applied a mud mask made from 
mud from the ‘volcano’. A couple of the cabins were targeted by a troop of Pig-tailed Macaques 
for play time, which involved wrestling on the verandas and jumping on the steeply pitched 
roofs and sliding down which made it incredibly noisy for the human occupants who were 
trying to rest. We then headed out again in the open safari vehicle for a short afternoon drive, 
seeing Sabah Grey Gibbon, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Barn Swallow, before the rain forced 
a return to the lodge. After dinner we once again boarded the safari vehicle for a productive 
night drive where we saw a Brown Boobook, Red Giant Flying Squirrel (and watched it 'fly’ a 
considerable distance between trees), Greater Mouse-deer (Chevrotain), Island Palm Civet 
and Small-toothed Palm Civet. We were also very lucky to see a Moonrat (a weird relative of 
the hedgehog).    

 

Day 15   
 

10.09.25 Eastern Sabah to Danum Valley  

This morning, we had a very early start and after a light breakfast we headed out on foot to 
explore the lodge grounds and nearby trails. We passed through some oil palms on an 
adjacent property and saw Pig-tailed Macaques eating the nuts. We soon entered the jungle 



where we saw more Sabah Grey Gibbons, Buff-necked Woodpecker and a group of six Great 
Slaty Woodpeckers, Blue-crowned Hanging-Parrot, Black-and-red and Banded Broadbills, 
Bornean Black Magpie, White-chested babbler, Oriental Magpie-Robin, Malaysian Blue 
Flycatcher and Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker, and heard Maroon Woodpecker, Sooty-capped 
Babbler and Black-naped Monarch, before heading back to the lodge for breakfast. We then 
had some free time to explore or relax at the lodge before we had lunch at the restaurant and 
headed back to Lahad Datu. Enroute, we stopped at the visitor centre which has been 
dedicated to the Sumatran Rhinoceros which is believed to be extinct in Borneo. We heard of 
the sad tale and saw the taxidermized remains of the last female rhino who lived in the reserve. 
On our arrival at Lahad Datu, we said goodbye to Paul and the drivers and once again 
transferred vehicles, this time to a bus which took us the the Field Centre in the Danum Valley, 
where we met our local guide Shafik. After dinner, we assembled for a night tour, but heavy 
rain, and simultaneous lightning and huge claps of thunder changed our minds, and we 
decided to defer the night tour until tomorrow.     

 
Blue-Crowned Hanging Parrot: J. Fakes  

  

Day 16  
 

11.09.25 Danum Valley  

Today we spent in the Danum Valley Conservation Area – Sabah’s largest protected area of 
lowland dipterocarp forest preserved for conservation, research, education, and training. This 
Bornean Eden has over 200 species of trees per hectare, some of which are the oldest and 
tallest (and most diverse) in the world. A myriad of animal life, including 124 species of 
mammals, 72 species of reptiles, 56 species of amphibian and over 325 bird species live in 



this fascinating world of tropical rainforest. We started at dawn and walked to the river, hoping 
to see otters but discovered the water level had dramatically risen with the rain last night. We 
returned for breakfast and then walked along the roads and tracks around the lodge, 
discovering the storm had taken out a smaller bridge across the tributary or the river which 
restricted our access.   

Despite this, we saw Grey-rumped Swiftlet, Brown Barbet, finally saw Red-crowned Barbet, a 
pair of Lesser Cuckooshrike, the rare Finsch's Bulbul, a flock of Rufous-crowned Babblers, 
Ventriloquial Oriole, White-crowned Forktail, Malaysian Blue Flycatcher, Ruby-cheeked 
Sunbird, Bornean, Purple-naped and Yellow-eared Spiderhunters, Asian Fairy Bluebird, a pair 
of Scarlet-rumped Trogons, Yellow-bellied, Spectacled, Cream-eyed and Grey-cheeked 
Bulbuls, Greater and Lesser Green Leafbird and Dusky Munia. We heard Great Argus, White-
crowned Shama and Helmeted Hornbill. We also watched a troop of Maroon Leaf Monkeys 
which included some adorable babies and had good views of a bronzeback snake sunbaking 
on the road before we escorted it to safety on the road verge. After a short rest after lunch in 
the heat of the day, we took another walk, adding Chestnut-breasted Malkoha, Whiskered 
Treeswift, Red-throated Barbet, Rufous Piculet, White-fronted Falconet, and heard Black-
eared Barbet and Black-headed Bulbul. We had particularly good views of an Oriental Pied 
Hornbill. We also watched another Bornean Orangutan preparing to build its nest for tonight 
high in the trees and Sambar deer entering the protection of the lodge grounds overnight.   

At dusk, we headed out in the safari vehicle on a two-hour night drive, seeing Buffy Fish-Owl, 
Large Flying-fox, Island Palm and Malay Civets before returning for a quick dinner and heading 
out once again for a night walk around the grounds and forest tracks where we saw Wallace's 
Flying Frog, Dark-eared Tree Frog, File-eared Tree Frog and a variety of invertebrates 
including phasmids, scorpions, a Forest Crab, Wolf Spider and a Lantern Bug. We were just 
about to head back to the lodge, when we were amazed to see an East Asian Porcupine 
trundling purposefully up the track towards us and then veered off up a side track. We finished 
the night by seeing a beautifully coloured huge female Sabah Blue Tarantula, an arboreal 
species, near the lodge before returning tired but happy after a good day of sightings.   



 
Red Leaf Monkeys: J. Fakes  

  

Day 17   
 

12.09.25 Danum Valley to Lahad Datu  

This morning, we once again headed out early to explore the grounds, seeing Green Imperial 
Pigeon, Common Sandpiper, Great Egret and Purple Heron, Yellow-bellied Bulbul, Bornean 
Blue Flycatcher, Plain Flowerpecker, Little Spiderhunter, and White-chested Babbler. We also 
had good views of a beautifully coloured male Bornean Pit Viper. We then returned to the 
lodge for breakfast where we watched a troop of Maroon Leaf Monkeys with young babies in 
the trees next to the veranda and a Rufous-backed Dwarf-Kingfisher who landed on the rail 
next to us. Here we also added Cream-vented Bulbul to the list. We then packed and headed 
back to Lahad Datu airport for our flight back to Kota Kinabalu. As we waited for our plane to 
arrive, we watched a White-browed Crake foraging in the grass next to the departure hall in 
addition to Spotted and Zebra Doves. We were once again welcomed by Augustine and our 
driver John and transferred to our hotel for the final night of our tour. Our farewell dinner was 
a huge seafood banquet with plenty to go around (and then more) which we ate with gusto 
before saying a sad farewell to the rest of the group and staggering off to our rooms.     



 
Bornean Pit Viper: J. Fakes  

  

Day 18   
 

13.09.25 Depart Borneo  

This morning the remaining members of the group went their separate ways. Some returned 
home whilst others stayed to explore Kota Kinabalu before heading to their next destination.   

It was a great trip with a highlight being the encounters wild Orangutans and of course seeing 
a double-flowered Rafflesia in full bloom against all odds. During the tour we saw 177 species 
of birds (with an additional 8 species heard only), 27 mammal species and 19 species of 
reptiles and amphibians and saw a myriad of interesting invertebrates including scorpions, 
gorgeous butterflies and giant millipedes. Many thanks to everybody and it was a pleasure 
travelling with you all. Thanks also go to our local guides for organising such a great itinerary-
truly a great representation of all the different facets that make up the incredible island of 
Borneo.    

In recognition of the plight of Bornean Sun Bears, The Inala Foundation has now adopted 
Romolina the Sun Bear and the funds will contribute to the care and wellbeing of this species 
at this facility. Many thanks to everyone who has contributed and made this possible, both in 
donations to the Inala Foundation and in joining this tour.    

 

 

On behalf of Inala - thanks for touring with us.   


