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Tasmanian Endemic Birds & Wildlife  



Overview of the Tour  
November-December is a fantastic time to visit Tasmania/Lutruwita. Spring-Summer is in full flow; with 
birds busy with breeding activities - sometimes with fledglings about - and our unpredictable spring 
weather can often lead to some species actively singing for a second breeding attempt. It is also an 
amazing time to experience the state’s famously variable weather; with calm sunny days or wild, windy, 
even snowy, weather, and everything in between - often on the same day! These 10 days on tour were 
blessed however - with Tassie’s fickle weather taking a backseat and everyone getting a taste of a rare 
streak of calm, sunny days for most of the time. 

The Inala Tasmanian Endemics Tour offers a carefully crafted itinerary that ensures you’ll see most of 
the unique birds and mammals that call this island state home - all in well under two weeks, and at a 
leisurely pace (though, of course, "leisurely" is a matter of perspective!).   

  

Day 1   
 

27.11.25 Pre tour excursion & arrival into Hobart  

A wet and windy day led to the cancellation of our flights to Melaleuca. Instead, we explored areas 
around Hobart that may not be visited over the next few days. In this case, we explored little bits of the 
Channel region and the Huon Valley to make for a relaxed introduction to Tasmania and its wildlife.  

After introductions and briefing in the hotel lobby in the morning, we headed to the van to start off our 
trip. Our first stop was a reserve on the outskirts of Hobart, where we familiarised ourselves with several 
of our common bush birds. Excellent views of Yellow Wattlebird, Yellow-throated Honeyeater, 
Brown Thornbill, Striated and Spotted Pardalote and Superb Fairywren were combined with nice 
looks at Eurasian Coot, Chestnut Teal, Grey Teal, Pacific Black Duck, Maned Duck, and 
Tasmanian Nativehen. We clued in to the raucous calls of Grey Currawong and the melodious song 
of the Grey Shrikethrush. Nearby, a short visit to an estuary was fruitful with a chance to observe Pied 
Oystercatcher, Great and Little Pied Cormorant, Little and Long-billed Corella, Australian Pelican, 
Caspian Tern and White-faced Heron. 

A light drizzle accompanied us as we walked through a further reserve, where we were treated to good 
views of Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Brown Thornbill, before a Swamp Harrier flushed a Masked 
Lapwing flock, in which a single Latham’s Snipe revealed itself as well. We sat down for lunch and 
drinks in this lovely town, as the sun shone upon us again.  

We enjoyed the windy roads that took us across this landscape over to a nearby town. A quick visit to 
wetland and marshes here was also productive. We all enjoyed fantastic views of Grey and Chestnut 
Teal, Australasian Swamphen and Silvereye but the star was a Dusky Woodswallow that posed 
beautifully for all of us to admire. An adult White-bellied Sea-Eagle flew overhead, giving excellent 
views.   
  



The day ended with a quick foray into the reserves around Hobart to look for Tawny Frogmouth. We 
eventually came across an individual that allowed us excellent views from various angles right across 
from a busy path, and thus becoming our last bird of a relaxed, pleasant day. Good conversation at 
dinner followed and we called it a night in preparation for a bigger day tomorrow.  

 
Image: White-bellied Sea-Eagle.  Author: R. Singal  

  

Day 2   
 

28.11.25 Maria Island & Eaglehawk Neck   

A sunny morning greeted us and allowed for a smooth drive to the south-east coast of the state. We 
arrived at the ferry terminal in Triabunna, from where the short trip on the boat to the island was 
productive with good views of all four species of cormorants, Crested Tern, Australasian Gannets, 
and Common Dolphin.   

Off the jetty at Darlington on Maria Island, we were immediately met with some tame Cape Barren 
Goose and had excellent views of two pairs of Hooded Plover. Around the historical township, Yellow-
rumped Thornbill, White-fronted Chat, and Flame Robin sang their hearts out. Several Tasmanian 
Pademelon enthralled us as they calmly grazed in the grassy expanse and shrubbery along the 
coastline. We enjoyed some prolonged looks at Tasmanian Thornbill, Black Currawong, White-
faced Heron, and picking out differences amongst Kelp and Pacific Gulls as they flew past. As we 
entered the woodland, numerous Yellow Wattlebird fed around us. We had fantastic looks at Swift 
Parrot perching as well as flying in accordance with their names – zooming through the Eucalyptus 
globulus woodland with ease. It is always a privilege to see this critically endangered species! Brief 
glimpses of Forty-spotted Pardalote and Crescent Honeyeater kept us on our toes. Tree Martin, 
Eastern Spinebill, Tasmanian Scrubwren and Black-headed Honeyeater rounded off an impressive 
cast of species as we settled for lunch back in the old township of Darlington. We then had some time 
to walk around and explore the area until the afternoon ferry departed Triabunna, and we all came 



across Wombat and more birds along the way. The highlight on the ferry trip back was a Parasitic 
(Arctic) Jaeger that flew past and showed well alongside the boat.   

Back on the Tasmanian mainland, we headed south for about 10 minutes before stopping at a river 
mouth. Red-capped Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, and more Hooded Plover were the stars here; along 
with nesting Dusky Woodswallow and Grey Fantail. Soon after, a couple of roadside Short-beaked 
Echidna were seen from the van but disappeared when we stopped to have a look! We drove to our 
hotel on the Tasman Peninsula, with the aim of having as much time as possible to get some rest before 
the pelagic boat trip the next day.   

 
Image: Tasmanian Pademelon.  Author: R. Singal  

  

Day 3  
 

29.11.25 Southern Ocean Pelagic  

A stunning morning welcomed us on the Tasman Peninsula as we prepared for a day out on the water. 
The conditions were great; not too calm and not too rough - ideal for seabird activity while allowing for 
a comfortable experience on the water, we were treated to excellent views of White-bellied Sea-Eagle, 
Australian Fur Seals, Shy Albatross, and numerous Short-tailed Shearwater. As we reached the 
continental shelf and the wind picked up, the seabirds began to appear in greater numbers, and the 
excitement started.  

We were thrilled to encounter 16 tubenose species, including six species of albatross. These included 
Shy, Black-browed, Indian Yellow-nosed, Northern Royal, Southern Royal, and one of the 
highlights of the day – Salvin’s Albatross. All offered stunning views; with several birds lingering 
around for over an hour. A single Flesh-footed Shearwater, rare in Tassie waters, showed extremely 
well; and we were also treated to another relative rarity – a very young Long-tailed Jaeger.  

The petrels were out in force as well, with White-chinned Petrel staying with the boat, while Wilson’s 
Storm-Petrel entertained us with their acrobatic flights. Northern Giant-Petrel, Soft-plumaged Petrel, 
White-headed Petrel and Providence Petrel rounded off an impressive cast of bird, while a distant 



Humpback Whale on the return trip provided some excitement. We returned via a very coastal route, 
and the stunning cliffs and scenery of the Tasman Peninsula were the cherry on top of one of the world’s 
top pelagic birdwatching experiences.  

After some well-deserved rest and a delicious dinner, we ventured out again in the evening. As darkness 
settled, we were fortunate enough to witness a small group of Little Penguin coming ashore – coming 
to within a few feet of us. A short drive around also gave us a chance to view Tasmanian Pademelon, 
Bennett’s Wallaby, and one of the highlights of the entire trip – a Tasmanian Devil, which we were 
able to follow for a couple of minutes! Absolutely magical!  

 
Image: Salvin’s Albatross.  Author: R. Singal  

  

Day 4  
 

30.11.25 Tasman Peninsula to Bruny Island  

A short morning walk through the nearby surrounds was quite pleasant. Apart from the beautiful views 
of the cliffs and the wildflowers, other highlights included nice looks at Flame Robin, Brown and 
Tasmanian Thornbill, and Grey Shrikethrush. We drove along the beautiful Tasman Peninsula and 
up towards Marion’s Bay, where we recorded Striated Fieldwren and saw some very handsome 
White-fronted Chat. A short stop allowed us good views of Musk Duck and Great Crested Grebe.  

We called in to a reserve near Hobart, where a bit of looking down on the ground revealed a beautiful 
Large Flying Duck Orchid. Many photographs later, we decided to move on and headed towards Bruny 
Island. We crossed over to Bruny Island on the ferry and checked into our accommodation an hour later.   

We headed off to explore the island, and Flame Robin, Bennett’s Wallaby, Tasmanian Pademelon, 
and a plethora of flowering scrub and bushes engaged us throughout. We made a short stop near a 
lagoon, where we saw some Black-headed Honeyeater, Strong-billed Honeyeater, Yellow-throated 
Honeyeater, among others. On the drive towards dinner, we were excited to find a Brush Bronzewing 
and White Bennett’s Wallaby with a brown joey in her pouch.   



The night drive after dinner was very eventful. We had excellent views of several Eastern Quoll of both 
pale and dark morphs, while a single Long-nosed Potoroo made a short appearance. A quick stop at 
the rookery gave us a chance to watch and listen to the hundreds of Short-tailed Shearwater that nest 
there. Plenty of other wildlife kept us engrossed, particularly the many characterful Brush-tailed 
Possum, and some of us were lucky to see a golden morph of this species later that night.   
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Day 5    
 

01.12.25 Bruny Island   

 A beautiful morning greeted us on the Inala property. We planned to explore the Inala Conservation 
Reserve and racked up 40 species in under 3 hours - a testament to how productive the woodland here 
can be. We had excellent views of almost 10 different Forty-spotted Pardalote, which were a constant 
source of amusement as they fed vociferously and visited their nest boxes. Also present were Dusky 
Robin with fledgelings, several Black-headed Honeyeater, Strong-billed Honeyeater, Dusky 
Woodswallow, Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Scarlet Robin, Grey Goshawk, and some of the best close 
encounters with Swift Parrot that we’ll have in our lives! We were all very excited to encounter Bird 
Orchids, Spider Orchids and Tall Sundew along the tracks. Some Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo flew 
past, pausing only to mob a pair of Wedge-tailed Eagle that had begun soaring in the thermals.  

We explored some of the tracks along the wet forest to the east of the Inala property. We admired the 
lovely wet foliage consisting of Richea dracophylla, Sassafras, Celery-Top Pine, Mountain Pepper and 
Tasmanian Laurel. Bird activity, however, was a bit quiet and we eventually moved on for more 
elsewhere.   

After a short stop for lunch, we made our way to the other side of the island. A walk along the wet forest 
was particularly nice with its wonderful array of ferns and mosses. We ran into another Inala group here, 
who got us on to a pair of Scrubtit (our final bird endemic) and a few minutes later, a pair of Pink Robin 
foraged in front of our vehicle to add to the delight. The drive back towards the coast was interrupted 



by great views of Scarlet Robin and Golden Whistler, as well as some more Strong-billed 
Honeyeater. A great day, that was capped off with a nice dinner and long conversation.  
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Day 6   
 

02.12.25 Bruny Island to Mount Field  

Another gorgeous morning! We did not loiter around and made our way to the north of the island. A pair 
of Olive Whistler called from some thickets and remained unseen, despite being tantalisingly close. A 
nice highlight was watching Superb Fairywren feed a juvenile Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo. We 
continued towards a lagoon, where we were rewarded with a very special sight of over 50 Blue-winged 
Parrot. We spent some time around the waterbody here, admiring more parrots as well as Musk Duck, 
Black Swan, Teal, White-fronted Chat. On the way back to the vehicle, we were able to catch a 
glimpse of the Olive Whistler, as well as a pair of Satin Flycatcher that were aggressively mobbing a 
Yellow-throated Honeyeater.  

We stopped for lunch, and our picnic spot was rather pleasant - with Musk Lorikeet, Little Wattlebird, 
and Long-billed and Little Corella hanging around. Here, we also managed to get on to a Lewin’s 
Rail that showed itself well and gave cracking views as it called for almost the entire time that we were 
there!   

We continued on, through the city of Hobart and to a wetland in a suburb to the north. Here, we were 
quick to find some Freckled Duck amongst a host of other waterfowl - including delightful looks at 
Pacific Black Ducks, Grey and Chestnut Teal, Maned Duck and Australian Shoveler all with little 
ducklings; as well as Great Egret and Black-fronted Dotterel. Tasmanian Nativehen, Australasian 
Swamphen, and Coot continued to feed unperturbed. A pair of Australian Crake showed exceptionally 



well as they pottered about uncaringly - amongst the highlight of the day as we forced ourselves away 
from them.   

We drove on to our accommodation, picking up a few birds along the way. Australian Shelduck fed in 
paddocks and farm dams, as did several Hardhead and Hoary-headed Grebe. We finally arrived at 
our accommodation and made ourselves comfortable at this fabulous farm stay location.  

Tonight, we headed out towards New Norfolk, where we had excellent views of an Eastern Barred 
Bandicoot. On the drive back, several grey morphs of Brush-tailed Possum showed well, but the 
highlight was a large Wombat that was very obliging!  
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Day 7   
 

03.12.25 Mount Field & Styx Valley  

A relatively relaxed day, with one of our later starts yet! We drove an hour to Mount Field National Park, 
where the sun continued to shine and the wind was calmer than expected! The forests here are magical 
and as we walked under the giant Eucalyptus regnans - the tallest flowering trees in the world - we 
couldn’t help but be awed by the amazing scale and feel of everything around us.  

Tasmanian Scrubwren, Tasmanian Thornbill, and Bassian Thrush all put up a wonderful show 
under the canopy and we had the pleasure of seeing Russell Falls in full flow - aided by the very wet 
spring that Tasmania had been experiencing. Our walk was equally fabulous, and we got some nice 
views of Pink Robin here followed by a very exciting encounter. We were alerted by warning calls from 
a pair of Scrubwren to a Tiger Snake that seemed determined to find the nest of these two birds, but 
after a whole lot of commotion that lasted over 15 minutes, seemed to have given up and headed away 
from what must be a relieved set of parents! We also had the opportunity to photograph some Metallic 
Skink, Tree Skink, Greenhood Orchids, and more Bird Orchids. A very friendly Short-beaked Echidna 
was found foraging in the field by the carpark!  



The road to the lake was open and we absolutely took the opportunity to drive up and check out more 
of the national park. A short walk where we found some Fagus growing was lovely for its vegetation 
and an obliging male Pink Robin. Nearby, the moorlands were delightful. We saw plenty of Snow 
Skink and familiarised ourselves with Tasmania’s rich alpine flora. A pair of Striated Fieldwren gave 
great views too.  

Around the lake, the Richea pandanifolia and Pencil Pine Trees always create a unique atmosphere. 
Today was no different, and the special nature of the place was only added to by the sightings of 
Strong-billed Honeyeater and a pair of Scrubtit, followed by an unusually bold Olive Whistler. A 
relaxed day, that ended with a hearty dinner back at the accommodation and we went to rest in 
anticipation of the next day - which promised to be a longer day of driving and birding.  

 
Image: Pink Robin.  Author: R. Singal  

  

Day 8   
 

04.12.25 Mount Field to Cradle Mountain National Park   

Today was bound to be a big day - we had to drive across most of the state to get to Cradle Mountain, 
our destination tonight. We started, however, with a quick stop at the farm shed to watch a sheep 
shearing demonstration that definitely entertained all those who watched on!  

We then headed north towards the highlands and made our way to a large reedy wetland somewhere 
in the middle. Barely a few seconds of scanning, and it yielded our target - an Australasian Bittern - 
and once everyone had had a look at this wonderful species, we scanned some more and ended up 
seeing no less than four birds all up. We also had lovely views of a Swamp Harrier and observed a 
flightless Mountain Spotted Grasshopper.  

Our drive down back to the lowlands was punctuated by the sightings of another short-beaked Echidna 
and a Blotched Bluetongue Lizard. We headed to another wetland. Here, we visited the nearby 
windmill and then encountered the strongest winds we would meet with on this trip! With dust blowing 
in our eyes, we persevered and found ourselves a pair (and more) our target species - Blue-billed 



Duck - but also Hardhead, Hoary-headed Grebe, Swans and more! A lunch stop was pleasant as we 
admired the town and its history. We found ourselves some roadside Cape Barren Goose on the drive 
north and made another short stop in a town en-route, where we were lucky to spot a Platypus that 
obliged with prolonged views. Beaming from this encounter, we walked a bit more and observed some 
singing and very active Australian Reed-Warbler, as well as a family of Eurasian Coot with chicks.  

A bit more driving, including a short stop to see a Sea-Eagle nest and a big Platypus structure, and we 
were at our next stop. The birding here was excellent, but I have a feeling a lot of it was forgotten as 
everyone was busy being enthralled by some very obliging Platypus, much closer and watched for 
longer that our encounter just a couple of hours back. This fascinating monotreme did its thing close-
up captivated us for almost an hour before we tore ourselves away and drove to our accommodation in 
Cradle Mountain, stopping only to admire an Australian Pipit on a fence line.  
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Day 9   
 

05.12.25 Cradle Mountain area  

A sunny and calm day greeted us once again this morning, and a pleasant start involved walking around 
the accommodation, getting good views of Scrubtit, a female Pink Robin, Tasmanian Scrubwren, 
Tasmanian Thornbill, Strong-billed Honeyeater, and Silvereye. We drove to the national park and 
to Dove Lake. The mountain looked spectacular today. We walked and admired the vegetation, the 
views, the flies, the skinks, and everything that came our way! A Striated Fieldwren flitted around, and 
we basked in the sun, listening to the Tasmanian Froglets calling all around us. We then spent some 
time admiring the beautiful environs - where the moss was lush green and the aura of King Billy pines 
and the Fagus trees is palpable. More Scrubtit, Scrubwren, Tasmanian Thornbill and Black 
Currawong revealed themselves, but the highlight here was watching Wombat feeding, being lazy and 
just walking around. In the buttongrass plains, more Wombat were found and a pair of Striated 
Fieldwren showed well.  



After lunch we spotted an Echidna on the opposite side of the track. A brisk walk over and we re-found 
the Echidna – spending a fantastic 15-20 minutes with the animal that worked its way to our feet, under 
the boardwalk, and then to the other side – completely oblivious to our presence. Absolutely dreamlike!  

The pleasant weather meant that more walks were calling to us. We went up one beautiful track, where 
the mossy and lush forests and the giant trees look like they’re straight out of a fantasy novel! Here 
again, we had great views of Scrubtit and Pink Robin, and we came back around to our van thoroughly 
fulfilled by the day’s adventures.  
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Day 10   
 

06.12.25 Cradle Mountain to Launceston  

A slightly overcast morning greeted us as we departed Cradle Mountain early. We had just about 
enough time to make a couple of stops and check out a wetland in Launceston before bidding farewell 
to each other.  

We headed straight for Devonport to look for Beautiful Firetail. Here, we visited a reserve just outside 
town and it wasn’t long before all of us were looking at this beautiful and specialised finch species as it 
fed in Casuarina and Melaleuca next to the track. We continued on with the hope of seeing Forester 
Kangaroos in a national park 30 minutes away. Along the way, we stopped to check out a few paddocks 
and got lucky with finding eight Banded Lapwing close by. It wasn’t long before we were admiring a 
mob of Forester Kangaroos that included large males, many females, and some adorable joeys. 
However, rain was threatening to pour over anytime, and we made tracks once we’d had our fill!  

We took the main highway down to Launceston, where we made a quick stop at a couple of wetlands 
just outside town. We had excellent views of Royal Spoonbill and several waterfowl, including Musk 
Duck and Blue-billed Duck.  



This was the end of the trip and we drove through the town of Launceston, where Christmas festivities 
were nice to see and dropped off some of the guests at their accommodations and the others at the 
airport.  

 

Image: Beautiful Firetail.  Author: A. Schulte  

  

Reflecting on the past ten days, I couldn’t have asked for a better group of fellow travellers. Their 
enthusiasm, engagement, and sense of humour made the journey both enjoyable and unforgettable. 
The excellent wildlife and vistas along the way were the icing on the cake!   

 
eBird trip report: https://ebird.org/tripreport/437612  

  
 

 

On behalf of Inala - thanks for touring with us.   
 
 


