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Day 1   

 

14 October 2024 Perth  

Meeting in the hotel lobby, it was a mixing of old and new faces and faces people 

had seen at the museum earlier that day and not known were going to be travelling 

together. We enjoyed dinner and discussed our plans for the week to come, before 

getting some rest.  

Day 2   
 

15 October 2024 Perth - Dalwallinu  

Heading into the heart of Perth we made two stops. The first had a nice mix of 

cleared grass, woodland, wetland, and open water. Australasian Swamphens, 

Australian Magpies, and Tree Martins were in the open areas, while Nankeen Night-

heron, Great Egret, and Buff-banded Rail were in the wetlands. Watching a Pink-

eared Duck we moved for a better view and found an Australasian Darter nest with 

three large fluffy chicks in it. Little Black and Little Pied Cormorants were in the 

branches around the nest which confused our ID of the young initially. Out in the 

water was a number of Great Crested Grebes, Pacific Black Ducks, and Black 

Swans. We searched for roosting Tawny Frogmouths, and found nesting Willie 

Wagtail, Eurasian Coot, and Australasian Grebe! Before we left a Laughing 

Kookaburra and Striated Pardalotes shared a tree, whilst an Australian Reed Warbler 

sung its little heart out.  

At lunch we had Australian Ringnecks making plenty of noise in a tree full of nesting 

hollows, surely some must have had nest or were about to. Welcome Swallows and 

Australian Ravens called from the main street as we headed for lunch.  

We had a roadside stop for a huge 100+ flock of Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo, there 

were some Galah in the mix, but the large cockatoos filled the tree. We made a 

number of roadside stops, native vegetation is somewhat limited, but our first stop 

gave us Horsfield’s Bronze-cuckoo and Red-capped Robin, our next stop had a great 

diversity of wildflowers, Wedge-tailed Eagle, White-backed Swallows, Brown 

Songlark, Singing Honeyeater, And White-fronted Honeyeater.  



Our final stop before our destination, we wandered through the heathy scrub and got 

straight onto a group of Chestnut-rumped Thornbill, but that was all, we searched 

around but saw more from the road than the trail through the vegetation. There were 

a few incidental birds like White-fronted Chat and Pied Butcherbird along the drive 

before we arrived in Dalwallinu.  

 
Image: Singing Honeyeater by Angus McNab  

Day 3   
 

16 October 2024 Dalwallinu - Mt Magnet  

We headed out this morning to a trail where the flowers were wonderful but the birds 

were quiet. Weebill and Australian Ringnecks were spotted quickly but we had to 

work for views of Chestnut-rumped and Inland Thornbills that were content within the 

dense heathy vegetation. Rainbow Bee-eaters buzzed above us but were hard to 

spot and Singing Honeyeaters were becoming a regular. With low activity we moved 

north.  

Conditions had been perfect all morning, but as we arrived at what looked like lovely 

habitat for our target the Western Fieldwren, the wind picked up. There was almost 

no vegetation that was still enough for any birds to perch on. We had a wander and 

spotted Singing Honeyeaters and heard some chirps from the vegetation, but 

nothing wanted to be exposed. Fortunately, the more wind-adapted Little Eagle was 

still flying and stayed around long enough for good views. The challenging conditions 

for birds were not a problem for the flowers and we drove up the road to find our first 



Wreath Flower. Whilst we enjoyed its beauty a number of birds were seen perching 

in dead trees, Black-faced Woodswallows, Tawny-crowned Honeyeater, Black-faced 

Cuckooshrike, and Pied Honeyeater.  

During lunch, we watched the Eurasian Coots on the water below while White-

backed Swallow, Welcome Swallow, Tree Martin, and Fairy Martin flew around. Over 

the far side we could see a flock of Zebra Finch moving between shrubs, while a 

Willie Wagtail sallied from its perch. The highlight was a resident Peregrine Falcon 

that left as soon as we arrived but came back for a flyby whilst we ate.  

We continued in search of two small grey-brown non-descript birds, the Grey 

Honeyeater and Slaty-backed Thornbill. We walked through the scrub and before 

long had a pair of thornbills bouncing through the vegetation. They wouldn’t sit still 

but we were able to get decent looks before they moved away. The wind picked up 

and raindrops started to fall but we continued on, Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters 

perched on dead branches, and we battled to get a look at a small group of Splendid 

Fairywrens. We didn’t get lost in the completely uniform vegetation, which was great, 

but we also didn’t find the honeyeater, the weather was getting worse, and we 

headed back to the van. On the drive out we stopped for a large group of Black-

faced and Masked Woodswallows that were foraging on the ground and down low. A 

Pied Honeyeater joined the throng, as did White-winged Trillers.  

The light spotting of rain hadn’t been a problem but as we moved north it became 

more of a problem. We spent the remainder of the day driving to our 

accommodation, glad we were in the car and not outside.  

 

Image: White-backed swallow by Angus McNab  



Day 4   
 

17 October 2024 Mt Magnet  

Breakfast this morning was a quick roadhouse grab and go. At our first birding site, 

we walked through the vegetation and there was a flurry of activity early with Singing 

and Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, a single female Crimson Chat, and plenty of 

Crested Pigeons. Wandering through the area it took some time to find any other 

birds but eventually we glimpsed a Hooded Robin, White-browed Babblers, and 

some juvenile fairywrens. Black-faced Woodswallows came out and sat in the open, 

but for the most part it was very quiet. Returning to the car we came across a major 

target, a small group (possibly family) of Western Quailthrush. The adults were a little 

shy but walked across the road in front of us, whilst a juvenile sat under a bush for 

quite an extensive time, before walking out from under the bush to where we could 

all see it. Back where we started there was another flurry of activity, a blur of 

Bourke’s Parrots, a small flock of Pied Honeyeaters, and more of the birds we saw 

on arrival.  

Down the road we stopped again. Splendid Fairywrens, Rufous Heathwren, and 

Crested Bellbird were nice to see, and all sat quite openly (eventually). Walking 

through the scrub we had a Rufous Whistler, and a loud deep growl that was almost 

unsettling had it not belonged to an Emu. It took some time, but we did locate the 

owner of the sound, with two Emu walking through the scrub, walking through some 

open patches for us to see.  

As we headed to lunch, we were stopped by the presence of a Red-backed 

Kingfisher that was extremely close to the road. We stopped for a look and were well 

entertained as it flew around us, perched in the open, and chased moths around the 

car. Just down the road four White-backed Swallows were perched (an extremely 

rare event) and sat as we watched and approached for photos, it was amazing to 

see them so close and not zooming past at speed.  

We lunched in the local park, there were some good birds, more Peewee’s to look at 

and the trees had Little Crow, White-plumed Honeyeater, Yellow-throated Miner, and 

Tree Martins flew overhead for the duration of our meal.  

Our next stop was a lakeside, which was big and looked partially filled with water, as 

we got close the mirage slowly moved and there was essentially no water to be 

seen. We walked the edge of the lake for small samphire shrub dwelling birds, and 



there was some doubt that any birds would live here but we did find a pair of Rufous 

Fieldwrens and discussed the complexities of the Rufous-Western Fieldwren split 

and subspecies. Rowena spotted a Red-capped Plover walking across the empty 

lake, but it was difficult with little result, so we headed for more vegetation. Another 

stop near the lake edge had Anne spotting more birds with White-winged Fairywrens 

seen at a distance and eventually somewhat close, the entire group giving a big sigh 

of happiness as the male turned side on and gave a big show of its white wings.  

We made two brief roadside stops on our return to town, the first in some mulga 

which provided us looks at a male Mulga Parrot, and after a 30-minute walk we 

returned to the car only to find more birds there than elsewhere. A small flock of 

Southern Whiteface and a pair of Redthroat were foraging together along the edge of 

the track. Our final stop at the Granites was a little less eventful with three juvenile 

Red-capped Robins and no adults.  

 
Image: Red-backed Kingfisher by Angus McNab  

Day 5   
 

18 October 2024 Mt Magnet - Geraldton  

Our first roadside stop wasn’t super productive, the creeklines we hoped would have 

water were dry, and there was little other than a pair of Yellow-rumped Thornbills for 

our stroll through the Creekside vegetation. We flipped a number of pieces of tin in 

search of reptiles, but it wasn’t successful, we did manage to find three Western 



Quailthrush before we left which did make things a little more exciting. As we went to 

leave, we spotted some young Red-capped Robins, the first of many for the day. 

Following the robins we came across some Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters and a Grey 

Butcherbird.  

Continuing our drive, we spotted some water in a roadside ditch. We stopped in the 

hope that some birds might be coming down to drink. It took around 5 seconds for 

the mosquitoes and the flies to find us, and they didn’t stop finding us. It was very 

uncomfortable very quickly. There was a lot more activity and we had numerous 

Budgerigar fly overs, more and more juvenile Red-capped Robins, we could hear 

Grey-crowned Babblers, and Grey Teal on the water. Walking away from the water to 

try escape the mozzies we had Southern Whiteface, but the mozzies didn’t stop, so 

we battled on and found some small shallow pools with Black-fronted Dotterel, 

Crimson Chat, Black-faced Woodswallow, Black-faced Cuckooshrike, and Chestnut-

rumped Thornbills. Eventually the mosquitoes became too much and we moved on 

in a mosquito-filled van.  

We made some more roadside stops, most importantly for a male Crimson Chat that 

flew across the road. We managed some female White-winged Trillers and more 

juvenile Red-capped Robins. We then stopped at a tunnel, the tunnel itself was a 

little adventure as we walked and stooped our way from one side to the other. Filled 

with thousands of crickets and two bat species, it was fun to get through to the other 

side where we were greeted with a small group of White-browed Babblers. We 

headed into town and had lunch. We ate next to the waterpark which was interesting.  

After lunch, we walked through the thick scrub for 45 minutes in search of Grey 

Honeyeater. We couldn’t find any, it was hot and relatively quiet, but we did get a 

number of White-browed Babblers, Southern Whiteface, White-winged Triller, and 

Inland Thornbills.  

Our final stop was for flowers more than wildlife. There was an abundance of flowers, 

yellow, white, blue, red – everywhere! We walked the roadside looking at the varying 

shapes and shades of flowers. From where we were we couldn’t seem to see the 

wreaths but as we walked along, we found they were all along the roadside, in the 

disturbed area of road verge. They were in varying shades of bloom, with full 

wreaths, half wreaths, and some teeny tiny baby plants that were just popping out of 

the ground. A pair of Mulga Parrots flushed on our departure, and we found both a 

Pied Butcherbird and Little Corella to finish the day.  



Day 6  
 

19 October 2024 Kalbarri NP - Geraldton  

We had a solid drive to start the morning, and it was pretty quiet as we headed 

through a lot of agricultural land. Hitting a heath patch just before the park we 

stopped for a stretch of the legs and a short birding session. We were on the main 

road so had a little traffic, but it was worth it, as multiple female White-winged Trillers, 

Zebra Finches, Pied Honeyeater, and a Rufous Songlark all perched in the same 

tree. A male Crimson Finch went to the same tree, and we got a good look at the 

vibrant red which had been distant up to this point. Wedge-tailed Eagles flew 

distantly, and there was a good diversity of flowers surrounding us.  

Once in the park we followed a trail through the low heath that looked great for 

Western Fieldwren. We found a roadkill Thorny Devil, which was a little sad as we 

hadn’t seen one alive yet. Walking the trail, we could hear the sounds of birds and 

despite there being fairly little in flower we were able to get great looks at a pair of 

Black Honeyeaters, which are always smaller than expected of a honeyeater. It took 

some time, but we did eventually hear a Western Fieldwren, when it was spotted it 

was at a distance, and mostly a silhouette but it did perch long enough for us to get a 

look at it. The vegetation, small bees, and a little Ctenophorus dragon were enjoyed 

before we got back to the vehicle.  

We continued into the park making two stops at lookouts. There wasn’t a lot of bird 

activity at either lookout, but the weather had certainly warmed, and it was the 

middle of the day. We enjoyed the scenery, and gorge country and spent our time 

trying to spot Black-flanked Rock Wallabies from across the gorges.  

We lunched at the beach with the Silver Gulls and a Pacific Gull with a broken bill. 

Down at the water’s edge was a very confiding group of Greater Crested Terns and 

Australian Pelicans. We scoped some Australian Pied Cormorants and a Pied 

Oystercatcher and then headed to Wittecarra Creek. The creek had a number of 

good birds on it, Common Sandpiper, Australian Shelduck, Grey Teal, Hoary-headed 

Grebes, Australian Shovelers, and just before we left, we were fortunate enough to 

see a few very small Australian Crake and Peaceful Doves.   

Up on the bluff we watched as two Nankeen Kestrels made the most of the windy 

conditions, hovering and racing across the heath in search of prey. White-winged 

Fairywrens called but remained low and predominantly out of site. Halfway to the top 



of the walk we heard the call of the Western Fieldwren and were able to get much 

better views than we had previously, which was very exciting for everyone. The 

lookout over the cliffs was beautiful and Sooty Oystercatchers were seen along the 

shore below.  

Our final stop of the day didn’t seem all that appealing upon arrival, but as time 

passed more and more birds came out. Pied Stilts, Wood Sandpipers, Common 

Sandpipers, Australian Shelducks, Australian Tern, Caspian Tern, and a Red-capped 

Plover. There were plenty of hiding places around the lake and there were more 

birds hiding we couldn’t see including Little Grassbird.  

 
Image: The Pinnacles Desert by Angus McNab  

Day 7  
 

20 October 2024 Geraldton - Perth  

We had a pretty decent drive to get through today, with some scenic stops as well as 

birds. At one stop, there were 50 Silver Gulls in the carpark hunkered down. As we 

wandered a track down to the beach, we spotted a Western Fieldwren scurrying 

along the ground. As we waited to see it come out a White-cheeked Honeyeater was 

found hiding from the wind, in a spot that gave us great views. The beach was 

windswept, and we didn’t see much, but we had our best views of a male White-

winged Fairywren that sat perched in the wind, seemingly unfazed.  



Continuing south to see the Stromatolites, these odd rock-looking features in the salt 

lake were certainly something else. They were common in the shallows around the 

edge of the lake, but we couldn’t see into the deeper water to see how far they 

extended. We walked a lap of the lake, with Silvereyes, fairywrens, and Singing 

Honeyeaters spotted. It wasn’t till we had almost circumnavigated that we found 

three Common Greenshank standing on the water’s edge. They allowed us to get 

quite close (for shorebirds) but did fly off when our track passed too close to them.  

We continued south a short distance to The Pinnacles Desert in Nambung National 

Park. This was a complete shift in landscape, the heath vanished, and it was sand 

dunes with upright rock statues. We drove the 4km loop track through the features 

that were quite fascinating. There were not many birds to see but lots of tourists 

taking selfies and doing their best to get Instagram-worthy photos. We stopped in a 

few places to see the various features, eating lunch on our way around.  

Continuing south we pulled into a beach in search of Rock Parrots. Walking onto the 

beach and looking out to sea we could see swarms of birds. A pair of White-bellied 

Sea Eagles did a fly by, and the swarm of birds grew, mostly noddies it seemed they 

didn’t like the presence of the eagles. Numerous cormorants sat along the beaches 

with more flying in. The approaching birds it seemed were coming in from the storm, 

which looked fairly dark and menacing but distant. We started to walk up the beach 

track and along the road when Rowena spotted a Shingleback in the vegetation. As 

we were all about to look at it the first rain drops hit. Then they hit harder and harder 

and in no time at all we were running for the bus as the downpour began. We were 

all pretty wet before reaching the bus and it seemed like the weather was going to 

stay like this for the near future.  

Fortunately, as we were reaching our final planned stop for the day the rain eased, 

and we pulled into a roadside stop. A feeding Red Wattlebird and calling Splendid 

Fairywrens were quickly spotted and we could hear Western Corellas, but they were 

flying by and distant. We wandered the area listening and trying to get onto the 

distant cockatoos. It didn’t take too long and we had them perched up in a large tree 

well within visible range. Some more distant sightings came and went before the 

dirtiest, blackest, Western Corella appeared high in the tree which caused a little 

confusion with its odd colouring. We got good looks before we got back in the bus 

and headed to the hotel for the night.  



 

 

I’d like to thank everyone for our time in Western Australia, it was a very enjoyable 

trip, and we saw a number of great birds and flowers. I really appreciated the love for 

the flowers that was shown and everyone’s knowledge on their identification! I hope 

you were able to enjoy a very different part of Australia, and some interesting birding 

locations – like the edge of a mining pit. It’d be great to bird with all of you again at 

some time!  
 

On behalf of Inala - thanks for 
touring with us.     

  


